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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN JOINT SYNOD 


OHIO AND OTHER STATES, 


HELD- AT EAST SAGINAW, MICH, FROM OCTOBER 6, TO 12, 1886. 


The Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and other States met 
in the Ev. Lutheran Church at East Saginaw, Mich., Revs. C. 
and F. Volz, Pastors, at 9 A. M., October 6, 1886, to hold its 
twenty-eighth regular convention. 

The worthy President, Prof. M. Loy, opened the Synod with 
divine services as prescribed in our liturgy. 

The business of Synod was transacted in thirteen sessions. 
The morning sessions were held from 8:30 to 11:30, and the 
afternoon sessions from 2 to 5 o’clock. Two evening sessions 
were held. Pastor G. F. H, Meiser, the appointed chaplain, or 
some one appointed in his stead, opened the respective sessions 
with a suitable service. 


The following pastors, teachers, and lay delegates were 
present at the organization or appeared during the proceedings: 


Il. OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


Pastors. DELEGATES. PasTORs. DELEGATES. 
erman = W. F. Helle 
Carl H. Althoff.......... J. M. Johanasen......... 
E. R. Bailey J. J. Kucher............. Cc. W. Jakob. 
Cc. J. L. Benzin........... Teach. A. Uberschulte. H. Lang 
Cronenwett ........... Teach. J. L. Fehr........ G. F. H. Meiser........... J. H. Toepel. 
Dammann {4 
F. Deiss. . H. W. Mohrhof.... D. Kalb. 
Dillmann . 8. Po 
FP. Gebhard... 8. Se 
A. Harter . J. Beh 
Cc, J. Schmierer =e 


OF THE : | 
OF 


NORTHERN DISTRICT — Contivven. 


Pastors. DELEGATE. . PasTors. DELEGATES. 
W. F. Seeger A. Vokrodt 
C. F. Seitz... ©, F. Langschwager. 
Dr. W. Steinmann...... .. 
H. Sutter..... F. Wolfrom W.c 
A. C. Ulrich . W. Him G. Wolt.. 


DELEGATE New Wasuineton, O.: J. Utz. 


Prof. A. W. Lindemann, of Woodville, O., and Teacher Stumpf, of East Saginaw, Mich., 
were also present. 


Il OF THE NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT, 


DELEGATES. PasToORs. DELEGATES. 

H. A. Allwardt Prof. H. Ermest............ 

We . Hemminghaus ...... 

DELEGATE From Osnxosn, Wis.: J. Huhn. 
ll OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 
PASTORS. DELEGATES. PASTORS. DELEGATES. 

Cc. Adam G. W. Nicol 
Prof. E. Schmid......... Ed. Young. 
A. H. Feldmann ........ . Ph. Sehmidt.... : 

. (er ensmeyer.. eee Mogrow .. 
R. Graetz L. H. Sehuh 
.. J. A. Sebulze.............. 
I.M in.......... L. Prof. C. H. L. Schuette 
Cc. H. Meyer.. C. Krueckeberg .......... H. Wickemeyer........... J. Hasekoester 
Prof. Theo. Mees... E. H. Win 


PASTORS. DELEGATES. PASTORS. DELEGATES. 
E. A. Boehme ............ John W. J. 
F. H. Besel Marks ..... . L. F. Meyer.. «eee Schneider. 
H, J, Reimann ........... 
D. P. Ebert A. W. Werder ......... P. Bachmann. 


snow ©.: K. Wendler. 


Vv. OF THE ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


PASTORS. DELEGATES. Pastors. DELEGATES. 
J. Beck J. L. Trauger.... E. L. Bauereis. 
L. H. Burry Prot. A. y, 
Cc. H. Eckhardt G. M. Sechmucker........ 
P. Hein J. H, Schneider ......... L. Bartholomaes. 
J. O. Hoffman............ D, Simon... . Gast. 
Prof. M. Loy 0 M. R. Walter .............. W. F. Zartman. 
O. S. Oglesby A, W. A. Weisman ......... 

nef Leonard, of Columbus, 
vA 
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VL OF THE CONCORDIA DISTRICT. 


Pastors. 
E. G. Tressel. E. L. 8. Tressel. 


The following Pastors were absent: 
* L OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT. 


H. F. Belser. J. C. Erich. E. Kornbaum. J. A. Stumpf. 
C. Clessier. A. Fiordoeh . B. Lange. G. Sutter. 
H. P. Dannecker. C. Huebner. Lilje. A. B. Weber. 
J. Dornbirer. 8. Hunziker. Poh. J. J. Weiss. 
G. W. F. C. F. Reitz. 
Il OF THE NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
F, Alpers. H. Fischer A. Kuehn F. A. Reimann. 
C. Althot. E. Goessling. C. Lembke. J.C. Reynhout. 
F, C. Besel. E. Haase. W. C. Lembke. F. L. Richter. 
H. Bock. H. Haas. A. Liefeld. C. Rieke. 
Cc P. H. Holtermann. W. Linsenmann. C. Schaefer. 
J. Buerkle. J. M. Johannes. A. Merz. F. Schulz. 
Cc. foerde. H. W. Kahre. J. D. Mever. J. Siegrist. 
J. H. Dagefoerde. G. Kaempfiein. W. Mueller. J. Volimar. 
H, K. G. Doermann. J. Klindworth. P. H. Mueller C. Waeltner. 
J. ¥. Doescher. R. Kuoll. F. H. Patzer. F. N. Wolf. 
H. P. Duborg. C. Koessel. C. Pitzler. 
A. Eisengchmid. W. Kuesel. H. Proehl. 
| Ill OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT. 
C. Hermann Althoff. C. E. Herbst. L. F. Mittler W. J. Schroyer 
W. Banermeister. H. B. Kuhn. W. Niebuhr L. Serr. 
P. Born. J. G. Kuntz. J. Ocelkers. A. Stein. 
G. Doepken. F. J, Lange. P. A. Peter J. Siermanns. 
A. Eberbach. G. Loewenstein. W. H. Prof. F. W. Stellhorn. 
H. Freese. W. Luedemann. O. Priwer G. H. Trebel. 
H. ae. H. Meier. Cc. G. Reichert. F. Wendt. 
J. P. Hen J. M. . G. Schmogrow. H. Willert. 
IV. OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 
F. C. Becker. A. Ebert. M. F. Lauffer. P. Raether. 
Birch. G. Graetzel. O. Meerwein. P. M. Reidenbach. 
. Hoerr. eyer. . 
F. A. Dittmar 
Vv. OF THE ENGLISH DISTRICT 
C. H Albrecht. M. L. Baum. E. Kemmer. D. E. Snapp. 
M. H. Hockman. Dr. G. H. Schodde. 
VI. OF THE CONCORDIA DISTRICT. 
M. L. 4 J. E. A. Doerman. M. L. Hunt. | G. W. Lose. 
A. L. Hunt. J. F. A. Lautensehlager. W. M. Sibert. 


There were accordingly present 105 Pastors and Professors, 
27 Lay Delegates, and three Teachers; of the latter, two were 


| 
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Mr. F. Heer, of our printing establishment, students 8. 
Winkler and P. Klingler, of Columbus, the Pastors Eberhardt 
and Huber, and Teacher Sperling, of the Michigan Synod, were 
welcomed as guests. 


After the organization of Synod, the worthy President read 
the following official report : | 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


Grace be wnto you and peace from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Amen. 


Dear Breruren:—We are glad whenever, after the lapse of two years, 
we are permitted to meet again as Joint Synod. We are glad, not only be- 
cause we are privileged to mingle again in social converse as brethren and 
companions in tribulation and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 
to tell each other our manifold experiences and to impart unto one’another 
some spiritual gift, to the end that we may be established and comforted by 
our mutual faith; but also because, laboring in one spirit with a common 
aim, we would deliberate together in joint convention and encourage one 
another in the work to which we are called and in the race that is s@t before 
us. We rejoice that the Lord has accounted us worthy to be workers to- 
gether with God in His vineyard, wherein He has planted vines that are to 
bear fruit unto life eternal, and thus to become partakers in the glorious 
work, through which souls are rescued out of the wretchedness which sin 
has brought into the world and are made heirs of the eternal joy of heaven. 
Such is the purpose of our Synod, and such is the object of our present con- 
vention, 

Great is the work which God has given us to do, over against sin which 
is in the world and which is the destruction of men. Ever and anon the 
mystery of iniquity is revealed and more clearly appears the necessity of 
our labor, if the people are not miserably to perish. Everything seems to 
be tending to destruction. Death, whose nature it is to separate whatever 
belongs together, reigns throughout the world, which is not satisfied in 
having crucified the Lord of glory, but desires continually to crucify Him 
anew. In our days also the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain 
thing; the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together against the Lord and against His Anointed. Even many of His 
fellow-citizens have become His enemies and declare, We will not have 
this man to rule over us. The disturbances in our country loudly pro- 
claim that the people refuse to submit to the ordinances of God; and the 
assaults upon the Bible, with reference both to its contents and to its form, 
are evidences of the desire to dethrone the Lord God and to make human 
reason or human caprice king. Even in morals, for which people have as 
yet some regard, the foundation is utterly destroyed, seeing that they refuse 
to acknowledge the sovereign dominion of Him who made heaven and 


earth and upholds all things by the word of His power, and seek and pre- 
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tend to find in man himself the source of all authority and all obedience. 
Even many Christians, in woeful indifference and faithlessness, suffer them- 
selves to be deluded by science falsely so called and become the prey of the 
enemy. Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools. 


In view of such apparent evils and such threatening dangers it is neces- 
sary that we who by God’s grace Delieve on Jesus Christ our Lord and live 
under Him in His kingdom, should become more fully conscious of our 
holy mission and should labor more earnestly while it is day, assured that 
the Lord will grant us the victory and will establish the work of our hands. 
For “God is our refuge and strength, a ‘very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof 
roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof. Selah. There isa river, the streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. God is in 
the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, and that 
right early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: He uttered 
His voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of. 
Jacob is our refuge.” Ps. 46, 1-7. 

The almighty Lord of lords can indeed accomplish His gracious work 
on earth without us. Not for a single moment should we harbor the 
proud thought that He could not get along without our aid. But accord- 
ing to His great mercy He designs to employ us in His service, and blessed 
are we, if we suffer Him so to employ us! The gracious thoughts of God 
should therefore move us to greater activity in seeking and rescuing that 
which is lost. We must be concerned about maintaining the true doctrine 
of God’s Word in our churches and schools, thus seasoning the communion 
with the salt that shall preserve it from corruption. We would be unfaith- 
ful, if in these evil days we would become negligent in our efforts to supply 
the children with true teachers and the congregations with true pastors. 

More earnestly than ever before do the wants of our land admonish us 
not to neglect the support of our Institutions and the work of missions. 

It is a hard saying, that of the prophet Jeremiah, “Cursed be he that 
doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully;” but we do wisely if we take it to 
heart, and thus by God’s grace escape the curse. If we will not have Jesus 
to be our Lord, but would fain be our own masters and our own god, He 
that sitteth in the heavens will laugh at our calamity and will mock when 
our fear cometh, and we shall be utterly consumed with terrors. If, how- 
ever, we would have Him, the blessed Savior, who is our only help and 
hope, to be our King and would live under Him in His kingdom and serve 
Him, we dare not be “ slothfnl in business.” Such an allimportant matter 
no one should treat with indifference. To this end have we been created 
and redeemed, that we might do the work of the Lord, and if we neglect it, 
life itself is wasted and all is lost. 

It is the will of dur Lord that we should be sumething to the praise of 
His glory. Our glorying is not good, if we, who are born again not of cor- 
Tuptible, but of incorruptible seed, by the Word of God which liveth and 
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abideth forever, complacently fold our hands and let our fellowmen perish. 
Neither is our glorying good, if we, who as servants of the Lord labor in 
His kingdom, are satisfied with the measure of knowledge and grace that is 
given us and are not desirous of becoming more efficient in the Lord’s © 
work. For the word of St. Paul concerns us also, when he writes, “ Fur- 
thermore, then, we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 
God, so ye would abound more and more.” 1 Thess. 4,1. And again it is 
written, “ Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, be- 
ware lest ye also, being led apvay with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness. But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Pet. 17,18 Hence it is evident that, 
unless we continue to draw from the fountain of grace and thus to grow 
and increase, we will lose that which we have, and finally, as a salt that has 
lost its savor, be cast out and trodden under foot. 


That we may thus grow and increase, it is necessary that with all 
earnestness and diligence we hold fast the faithful Word as we have been 
taught. This conveys light into the darkness of the world and life to dead 
men’s bones. As we have become new men, alone by God’s grace through 
the divinely appointed means, so that we who were sometimes darkness 
are now light in the Lord, we, who were dead in sins have been quickened 
together with Christ—for by grace are we saved,—so are we kept unto life 
eternal, alone by the self-same grace of God through the means which He 
has ordained. We would therefore be making a fatal blunder, if, after the 
manner of the world, we would suffer ourselves to be pursuaded by the 
wiles of the devil and the lusts of the flesh to seek comfort every where 
else except in the Word of our God and weapons for the warfare against 
the enemy of our souls anywhere save in the armory of the Gospel which 
is the power of God and which alone makes us strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. Without this divine strength we are as poor and 
wretched as the world, and our labor will be as feeble and fruitiess and 
our speech as insipid and unsavory as the aimless running and the vain 
babbling of the children of this world. With might of ours here naught is 
,done: our help is in the name of the Lord. His strength is made perfect 
in weakness, and we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
us. “Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord.” Jer. 17, 
5. In these evil days we need, above all things, an acute sense of our own > 
weakness and helpiessness and a personal knowledge of the power of divine 
grace in Christ Jesus our Lord, as it is continually offered unto us in the 
Word of the cross and appropriated by faith. Therefore “let the Word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ve do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” 

Col. 3, 16.17. Holding fast the faithful Word as ye have been taught, that 
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ye may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and convince the gain- 
sayers. Tit. 1, 9. 

Only when we have fully realized our utter impotence in things be- 
longing to the soul’s salvation are we able to understand the conflict of our 
beloved Church for the pure doctrine of the Gospel. It was never indeed 
her pleasure or desire to contend with others or proudly to look down upon 
people of other commupions. She has earnestly sought peace, and seeks it 
still, with her whole heart, in remembrance of the apostolic injunction, 
“If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” 
Rom. 12, 18 He who imagines that the Lutheran Church delights in con- 
tention has failed to apprehend her true spirit. There have indeed been 
men even in the Lutheran Church,—and there are such to this day, as 
there never was a good thing that has not been counterfeited and carica- 
tured,— who were ready to judge and condemn without mercy, when 
others would not immediately a cept their peculiar presentation of cer- 
tain doctrines, and who were offended when others could not recognize 
as Biblical, notions which they maintained to be the teaching of the divine 
Word; just as there have been and are still people that without charity 
condemned all who could not approve of the claims of charity which they 
chose to set up. Such abuses cannot for a moment blind us in regard to 
the necessity of holding fast the Word of God in its purity and integrity 
at any cost. “ He that teaches and lives otherwise than Giod’s Word teaches 
profanes the name of God among us” and endangers souls that Christ has 
bought with a price, and which can be brought to Him and made free only 
through the truth. Continue, therefore, in the Word of Christ, that ye may 
be His disciples indeed, and learn even more earnestly and fervently to 
declare with the psalmist, “ How sweet are Thy words unto my taste, yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Thy precepts I get under- 
standing: therefore I hate every false way. Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path.” Ps. 119, 103-105. “In God will I praise 
His Word; in the Lord will I praise His Word. In God have I put my 
trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me. Thy vows are upon 
me, O God: I will render prais s unto Thee. For thou hast delivered my 
soul from death: wilt not Thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may 
walk before God in the light of the living?” Ps. 56, 10-13. 

If God will thus perform His work in our hearts, we wil! surely be 
endued with power from on high and be enabled to labor successfully for 
the welfare of our fellow-men. “When thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” Luke 22, 832. Our Savior declares, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizirg 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28, 
18-20. The preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the holy 
Sacraments, in which the grace of the Gospel is offered and sealed, is the 
most important work which we have to do here on earth. Everything else, 
however important and indispensable in time and temporal relations, is of 


secondary importance. This our Savior teaches us when He says, “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you,” Matt. 6, 33, to-wit, food, drink, clothing, and 
whatever belongs to the support of the body. Chiefly to the end that we 
may spread His Word and declare His salvation does the Lord preserve our 
life and fulfil! His promise to be with us alway. He might to-day take us 
unto Himself in heaven, but His will is that we may first do what we can 
to bring others unto Him through the Word which He has given us. When 
people despise His call to labor in His vineyard and go, one to bis farm, 
another to his merchandise, they lose the chief thing and hence everything. 
If our work is to enjoy continued prosperity, the divine truth must be more 
fully recognized and appreciated in our congregations, that the Christian is 
a servant of God, the sole purpose of whose life is to do His Lord’s will. 
For Christ “died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again.” 2 
Cor. 5, 15. “For by grace are ye saved, through faith: and/that not of 
- yourselves, it is the gilt of Ged; not of works. lest any man should boast. 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Eph. 2, 
8-10. To these good works belong also the works of the various temporal 
callings, in which Christians serve their fellow-men with their manifold 
gifts, but only when the word of the Lord is observed, “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Matt. 6,33. Let no one, there- 
fore, glory in his good works, for we can do nothing of ourselves, and are 
only by His grace “created in Christ Jesus unto good works;” so that 
“he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” He that is thus renewed in 
the spirit of his mind, knows not only that he is a servant of God in his 
temporal occupation, that through him God’s earthly blessings may. be 
distributed to his needy fellow-men, but also that he has been »ccounted 
worthy to be a worker together with God, in order to bring to men, through 
the divine Word and Sacraments, the blessed and all-important gift of 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


In the name of God our Synod has begun this work, with the measure 
of knowledge and ability which the Lord bestowed. She has established 
various institutions, that by united effort the work might be carried on. 
She has taken advantage of the fact, that the work which one congregation 
alone cannot accomplish may easily be done by the united strength of 
many, and yet it seems to me as though we had not as yet fully realized the 
holy commission which has been given us and its profound significance for 
time and for eternity, or at least as though this conviction had not, as yet, 
taken sufficient hold on our congregations. Let us, in full view of the 
threatened curse, ask ourselves the question, whether we have not been 
doing the Lord’s work negligently. The general remissness in supplying 
the necessary means in order to prosecute the work which we have begun, 
moves us to harbor the question at times, whether possibly we had not 
undertaken too much. It would, in my opinion, be an unjustifiable pro- 
cedure on our part, if, with our perceptible growth in numbers and wealth, 
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we would retrench the work which we have undertaken to the glory of God 
and the welfare of men, and would not rather, in accordance with the 
manifest indication of God’s providence, endeavor to extend it. Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required; and if we had 
not the earnest desire successfully to prosecute aud extend our work, even 
though it cost labor and sorrow, it would only show that we had not the 
love of Christ, which constraineth unto every good work. For Christ’s sake 
and for the sake of souls whom He has so dearly purchased, let us work, so 
long as the Lord gives us strength and opportunity. “Now the God of 
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that which 
is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever.” Heb. 13, 20. 21 


As regards the present state and specific wants of our institutions and 
missionary operations, the reports of the respective boards will give the 
desired information and make the necessary recommendations. In regard 
to our seminaries at Afton and Woodville, I would merely raise the modest 
question, whether the specific purpose of these institutions is really under- 
stood among us. In my opinion, deliberation on this subject will be not 
only profitable, but mecessary. I have reference, not so much to the 
standard requisite for graduation, as to that which shall be required of 
those who wish to enter these institutions. It should be determined with 
reference to both institutions whether only such students shall be received 
as are prepared to enter the seminary, or whether a preparatory depart- 
ment shall be established in connection with each of these institutions. In 
the former case it would devolve upon Synod to determine, whether such 
applicants as give reasonable promise of becoming efficient pastors or 
teachers, but have not the necessary preparation to enter the seminary 
should be sent to the preparatory school at Columbus, or whether the 
boards should cast the responsibility upon the students themselves and 
refuse to receive any who are without the required preparation. In my 
judgment such a joint service of our institution at Columbus would be 
practicable only as long as it afforded sufficient room, and this would be 
wanting even at the present time, if the number of students sent us were 
at all adequate to the attainment aud accomplishment of our work. If, 
however, preparatory departments were established, it would be important 
to consider the advisability of arranging all our preparatory schools, those 
in Woodville and Afton as well as that in Columbus, on the same general 
plan, so that the first two might not only serve the immediate purposes of 
the respective seminaries, but might also, like the school in Columbus, serve 
as an academy or progymnasium, in order to afford such young men as do 
not wish to enter the seminary the advantages of a higher education, and 
that, should they desire to prosecute their studies farther, they would be 
prepared to enter our college. While thus merely referring to this very im- 
portant subject, I trust that an earnest consideration of it may be highly 
conducive to the prosperity of our educational interests. _ 
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As our Constitution, as adopted, is scattered through various Minutes. 
it would seem advisable to collect these fragments and print it as a whole. 


In conclusion, I would inform Synod that last year, in response to a 
request of the President of the Ev. Lath. Pittsburg Synod, belonging to 
the General Council, I appointed a committee to confer with a similar com- 
mittee of that Synod, with the view of reaching an agreement on certain 
matters. The report is submitted to Synod. 


' The Lord our God, from whom cometh every good gift, grant unto us 
wisdom in our deliberations and bless us evermore. Now unto Him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

M LOY. 
East Sacrnaw, Micn., October 6, 1886. 


The following business will require the attention of Synod: 

1. The proposed By-laws. 

2. An Essay on “The Relation Between Synod and its 
Congregations.” 
Our Institutions at Columbus, Afton and Woodville. 
The Orphan’s Home. 
Reports on our Book Concern and Periodicals. 
Missions. 
Request respecting Negro Mission from New Orleans. 
Report respecting Certain Transactions with the Pitts- 
burg Synod, 

9. Suggestions respecting a Colloquium with the German 
Iowa Synod. 


10. A request relating to an English Practical Seminary. 


11. Report relating to the Conversion of Joint Synod into 
a Delegate body. 


‘After the President had read this the 
officers were elected : | 
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Pror. C. H. L. ScHUETTE .......+.000+4++» Viee President, 
Past. E, A. BOBHME Ree, Secretary. 
Past. D, Eng. Rec. Secretary. 
Mr. H. J. Treasurer. 


Past. E. Pfeiffer was appointed to assist the English Secre- 


The President appointed the following Committees : 


First Committee (President’s Report): Pastors G. F. H. 
Meiser, G. Cronenwett and E. L. 8S. Tressel, Professors C. H. 
L. Schuette and H. Ernst, Delegates J. L. Trauger and H. J. 
Klingler. 

Second Committee (Publications): Pastors H. Lang, H. A. 
Allwardt, E. Cronenwett, H. J. Schuh and H. Wickemeyer, 
Delegates H. Hespenheide and J. Huhn. 

Third Committee (Missions): Pastors W. A. Werder, J. H. 
Doermann, W. Schmidt and W. F. Helle, Prof. A. Pflueger, 
Delegates J. H. Toepel and L. Conrad. 

Fourth Committee (Orphan’s Home): Pastors C. H. Rohe, 


C.J. L. Benzin, E, G. Tressel, H..W. Mobrhoff, Prof. E. Schmid. 


Delegates J. L. Fehr and C. Krueckeberg. 

Fifth Committee (Minutes): Pastors J. A. Schulze, J. Beck, 
P. G. Doepken, K. Hemminghaus and W. F. Seeger, Delegates 
A. Oberschulte and G. Gast. 

Sixth Committee (General Treasury Report): Pastors J. 
Bauch, J. O. Hoffman, H. Eisenbach, T. H. Jaeger, Director 
W. Steinmann, Delegates E. Young and Leonard Schneider. 

Seventh Committee (Woodville Treasury Report): Prof. Theo. 
Mees, Pastors O. 8. Oglesby, J. Krieger, J. M. Koepplin and C. 
H. Mayer, Delegates P. Bachmann and C. Wendler. 

Eighth Committee (Treasury Reports): Pastors F. W. Althoff, 
E. Gerfen, L. Dammann, G. M. Schmucker and W. L. Busch, 
Delegates L. Bauereis and A. Beery. 

_ Ninth Committee (Excuses): Pastors B. F. Schillinger, H. J. 
Reimann, A. C. Ulrich, Delegates F. Wolfrom and -D. Kalb. 

Tenth Committee (Woodville Difficulties)*: Professors M. 

Loy and E. Schmid, Pastors G. Mochel, H. A. Allwardg, D. 


* Appointed by Synod. 
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Simon and E. G. Tressel, Delegates J? A. Toepel, J. Huhn and 
H. J. Klingler. 

Eleventh Committee (Nominations): Pastors J. J. Kucher, 
A. H. Feldman, M. R. Walter, Delegates J. W. Smith and C., 
W. Jakob. : 
Respecting the work of synod it was resolved first to attend 
to the business of synod, after which doctrinal matters shall be 
taken up, if any time remains. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 


As adopted by Synod, together with the Discussions and 
Resolutions pertaining to them. 


REPORT OF FIRST COMMITTEE. 
A. On President's Report. 


a) With reference to synod’s institutions of learning. 

1) Resolved, That as with our institutions at Woodville and Columbus, 
so there shall be a preparatory de ent in connection with the Semi- 
nary at Afton, without an increase, however, of the present teaching force, 
except in case of extreme necessity, 


2) Resolved, That the instructions imparted in these prepara de- 
postanenty be given in accordance with a course common to all three 


8) Resolud, That the Professors H. Ernst, W. Steinmann and K. 
Leonard constitute a committee to present to synod at its present meeting 
a suitable course of study for the schools in question. 


4) That the terms of admission to these schools be those in 
vogue in Columbus. 

b) With reference to the Constitution of synod. 

Resolved, That the secretaries of synod be instructed to have the consti- 
tution of synod, as now adopted, printed with the minutes of this conven- 
tion of synod, and furthermore that they furnish the members of this synod 
at its next convention with printed copies of the proposed By-laws. 

c) Our relation to the Pittsburg Synod. 

Whereas this matter is already before synod by the report of another. 
committee, we have nothing further to suggest with reference to this 
matter. 

d) @n conclusion, we move that the thanks of synod be and are here- 
with expressed to our worthy President for the faithful discharge of his 
duties, and furthermore that bis report be printed in the minutes. — 


a. 


On 


Remarks on A,—The proposition to institute such a prepara- 
tory department is based on its undeniable necessity. Not only 
for the successful operation, but for the very existence and main- 
tenance of our institutions of learning, we need to make arrange- 
ments that young men who are capable and gifted and God- 
fearing, but who lack the necessary literary acquirements, may 
be received into our institutions and need not be turned away 
on account of their present deficiencies. It is a fact that the 
ranks of our students must be recruited from our congregations, 
and very frequently the available young men have not sufficient 
preparation for entering our seminaries immediately. The course 
at Afton is but of two years’ duration, and it is quite evident 
that this time is entirely too short to admit of any extended 
preparation before the work of the seminary proper is begun. 
The same is the case at Woodville. Moreover, the pastors who 
are sent out from our practical seminary are in many cases 
required to teach school in connection with their pastoral work, 
and should, for this reason also, have a fair education, not only 
in German and English, but also in Arithmetic, Geography and 
other common school branches. 


In 1884 it was resolved that those students who require 
preparation for entering the Afton Seminary, should be sent to 
the preparatory school at Columbus. Thus the necessity of 
such a department was recognized. The fact that the faculties 
at both Afton and Woodville have found themselves compelled 
to arrange as best they could, provisional preparatory depart- 
ments, argues their unavoidable necessity. It was remarked by 
the respective Professors that at Afton two teachers would be 
sufficient for the present to meet all demands, but that at Wood- 
ville, in all probability, the teaching force would in a short time 
be insufficient, particularly in the very important branch of 
music. Against the plea of some, that we are not able to sup- 
port another teacher at present, it was urged that the welfare 
and efficiency of our Teachers’ Seminary should be duly consid- 
ered and that it should by no means be permitted to suffer and 
become inefficient by overtaxing our present professors and 
then expecting them to render what it is im possible for an in- 
adequate number to accomplish. 


In answer to this it was remarked that the limitation we 
make is no iron-clad resolution. We see no necessity, at present, 
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of increasing the teaching force. Should euch necessity present 
itself before the next convention of Joint Synod, the board of 
directors, it was thought, might appoint a suitable person to 
serve as teacher temporarily until synod could have opportunity 
of deciding the case. True, the calling of professors to our in- 
stitutions at Afton and Woodville is not within the power of 
the boards, but is solely the business of Joint Synod as such. 
Yet, in case of most urgent necessity, the respective boards 
would surely not be denied the authority to call a teacher pro- 
visionally, subject to the final decision of Joint Synod. 

Since it appears that such preparatory departments are 
necessary, the proposal is to arrange them so that each will pre- 
pare its students, so far as possible, to enter either of the other 
schools, that is, that in Afton we may have a preparatory depart- 


ment for Woodville and Columbus, in Columbus one for Wood- 


ville and Afton, and in Woodville one for Afton and Columbus. 
By making certain branches eclectic, and by other means, it was 
deemed possible to attain this very desirable end. It would cer- 
tainly be a great advantage, for example, if young boys could 
receive preparatory instruction at Afton, enabling them to enter 
directly our college at Columbus, since it is frequently difficult 
to persuade parents to send boys of 14 years such a great dis- 
tance from home. 


B. The Report of the Secrdary of the Board of Trustees of our Seminary 
at Woodville. 

Whereas the above report is not before this synod by order of the 
Board of Trustees, and, moreover, contains many things which do not 
directly concern synod, your committee confines its action to the follow- 
ing items: 


a) Resolved, That synod accept the —— of Teacher Fehr 

b) Resolved, That in the place of the following members of the B oBactaggpete 
whose term of office has expired, to wit, Revs. Poppen and Johanssen 
Messrs. Kieling and Hartman, new members be elected. 


C. Course of Study at Woodville. 


With reference to this item your committee moves that the course of 
study be so changed that two years of study be assigned to the preparatory 
department, and three years to the seminary proper, 


D. Reports of the Trustees of Capital University and of our Theological 
Seminary at Columbus, 0. 


a) From these reports we learn that our institutions at Columbus are 
_in a prosperous condition, and this should move us to heartfelt gratitude 
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toward God. Whereas the terms of office of the members of ‘the Seminary 


Board, to wit, of Revs. Werder and Koepplin, and of Messrs. §pielman and 


Nagel, has expired your committee moves that the vacancies porte occa- 
sioned be filled. 


b) ‘That these reports be read before synod and prigted in the 
minutes. 


E. Report of the Board of Trustees of our Seminary at Afton. 


a) From this communication your committee learns that dso at this 
institution our work has been vigorously proseeuted and that the good 
Lord has crowned the labors there with His rich preaeiang, Sag. ee thanks 
and praise are due to God. : 

b) Whereas the time for which Rev. Prof. Duborg was emplpyed will 
expire Noy. 1, and whereas the brother has already accepted a fall else- 


where, your committee moves that another be elected to the office vacated. | 


c) Whereas the term of office of the members of this Board, wit, of 


the Brethren J. H. Doerman and H. P. Duborg, and of Messrs. Heuer 


and F. Friedrich, has expired, your committee moves that new pore be 
elected. 


d) Theo the report, be read before synod, 


of synod be requested to it and that then it appear. with the 
minutes. 


F. A Communication from the Brethren Tressel of the Concordia 


Your committee move: 


a) That this paper be read to synod, be printed with our minu and 
that the prayer of the petitioners be granted, and that a suitable pe 
now elected for the work proposed 


b) That a Board of Directors be elected for the proposed | 


seminary. Respectfally, 
G. F. H. Meter, E. L. 8. Tresset, 
C H. L. Scaverrs, I. TRAUGER, 
H. East, H. J. Kureurr. 
G. Cronenwetr, 


REPORT OF COMMITTER TO HARMONIZE THE COURSES OF STUDY IX THE 


P\RATORY DEPARTMENT OF OUR INSTITUTIONS AT COLUMBUS, AFTON 
WOODVILLE. | 


Your committee finds it necessary to add to the present prepar 
courses of the different institutions as elective the following branches: 

1. Colambus—Masic ; 

2. Afton—Music, Higher Arithmetic; 

8. Woodville—Latin, Higher Arithmetic. 


W. 
H. Ernst. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE GERMAN EV. LUTH. SEMINARY 
P AT COLUMBUS, OHIO. 


Through the undersigned said board presents the following report to 
an honorable Synod : 

Grace atid peace be unto you! Since the last meeting of Joint Synod 
God has richly shown His grace and mercy to our Seminary. We are again 
obligated tg give honor, praise and thanks to God, for He has done wonder- 
ful things @nto us; He has not dealt with us according to our sins. He 


_ has blesse@ the work of our Institution and graciously protected it to the 


present time. Let us always praise and thank Him for it in our thoughts 
words and deeds. May He grant us His Holy Spirit to do this. 

Alreadly at the last meeting of Synod, the health of our worthy Professor 
and President was not very good, and in the course of time it got worse. 
_ The Direptors felt it their duty in the meeting of December 17, 1884, to give 
‘our hongrable Professor and President a vacation till Easter for recreation, 
although he did not ask for it. This vacation was very beneficial, for the 
health af our Professor is since that time much better than it was before. 
God be praised for this great blessing. 

In @onsequence of the removal of our Practical Seminary to Afton, 
Minn., the fourth theological professorship was ab lished,and the instrac- 
tion in Latin in the preparat ry school was assigned to Professor Boehme. 

Inthe school-year from Sept. 1884, to July 1885, then to January 1885, 
36 students in the Seminary, 28 in the theoretical, and 8 in the practical 
ent. Six of the practical students moved to Afton, Minn., in Jan., 
which time the Practical Seminary was opened there. From this 


aving passed the examination, entered into the service of the Church 
isters; 12 in our ‘aeaal and 5 in the Norwegian. In the school-year 


erg in the vineyard of the Lord eames from our Seminary to Columbus. 
nee and behavior of the students was satisfactory. The health was 
with one exception. At the beginning of the first year a number of 
stuflents took sick, and it pleased God to remove one—O. Rasmussen—by 


The number of students is at present not so large as it has been for 
eral years. The Norwegians have now their own seminary again, and 
refgre we received no increase from that source. Through the removal 
the Practical Seminary to Afton, Minn., the number of students in the 
inary at Columbus has also decrenséd. 

is certainly our sacred duty to do all in our power to increase the num- 
theological students in our Seminary, so that there may be no want 
nfinisters in our Synod. For this reason the Directors, at the last meet- 
resolved that they would lay this matter before the District Synods. 
Rev. A. Pflueger, member of the Board, having been elected as House- 


. time Shere were 29 students in the Seminary at Columbus. Seventeen of 
these 

as 

. fron! our Synod, and 9 from the Norwegian. Of these, 10 entered into the 
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father and at Capital University, resigned in December, 1885, 
because, belonging to the Faculty, he could not be a member of the Board. 
Rev. J. M. Koepplin was elected in his place. 

Synod is also informed that the time of service of the Pastors A. \ 
Werder and J. M. Koepplin, and of the Mesars. J. H. Spielmann a" v. 
Nagel, as members of the Board expires and that 4 sew memL~‘o are 
to be elected. 

May God the Lord be with our Institution also in future t'me, and 
bless it to the honor of His name and to thé building up of His kingdom 
on earth. 

" Im the name of the Board of Directors of the Seminary, 4 


respectfully. 
G. Mocne, 
October, 1886. Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF CAPITAL UNIVERSITY. 


In the name of the College Board, the undersigned herewith submits 
the following to this honorable body : 

Your College at Columbus has taken no backward steps, but by the 
grace of God is steadily gaining in efficiency and usefulness. 

With eight Professors and a more complete course in studies, greater 
thoroughness is acquired on the part of our students. 

The number of students in attendance exceeds that of two years ago. | 

The plan adopted at the last meeting of Synod for the better regulation 
of the finances of Synod in so far as it affected the Capital University, has 
worked admirably. 

No disposition has been made of the 50 acres of land belonging to the 
University. | 

Rev. Boehme, of Youngstown, Ohio, who two years ago held the posi- 
tion of House-Father and a Professorship in the Seminary, resigned the 
same, to follow a vocation from the Martin Luther Congregation, of the 
above named place. 

The Board then called Rev, A. Pflueger, of Thornville, O., who accepted 
the same and is now discharging the duties of resident Professor. 


Respectfully, 
J. Beck. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PRACTICAL SEMINARY AT 
AFTON, MINN. 


The Board of Trustees of the Practical Seminary at Afton, Washington 
Co., Minn., takes leave to report the following to the venerable Joint Synod : 

The honorable Joint Synod of Ohio and adjacent States, at its meeting 
at Columbus, O,, in October, 1884, having resolved to transfer the Practical 
Theological Seminary to Afton, Washington Co., Minn., and having elected 
a Board of Trustees, consisting of seven members, said Board of Trustees 
_ assembled at Afton on Wednesday and Thursday, November 5th and 6th, 
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1884. The members of the Board were all present, to-wit: The Pastors, 
President H. A. Allwardt, J, H. Doermann, J. Volimar, H. P. Duborg, and 
the Messrs. Chr. Heuer, Ferdinand Friedrich, and J. H. Bremer. President 
Allwardt was elected as President, and Rev. H. P. Duborg as Secretary of 
the Board. In accordance with a resolution, it was determined by lot, that 
Revs. J. H. Doermann, H. P. Duborg, and Messrs. Chr. Heuer and Ferd. 
Friedrich, should serve as Trustees for two years; and that President H. A. 
Allwardt, Rev. J. Vollmar, and Mr. J. H. Bremer, should serve for four 
years. 
The following resolutions were also adopted: 


a) The course of study in the Seminary and Preparatory Department 
was fixed at two years in each department as the rule. The curriculum of 
the “eminary embraces the following studies: Dogmatics, Catechetics, 
Exegesis, Symbolics, Church History, Homiletics, Pastoral Theology, Ho- 
miletical and Catechetical Exercices, Latin, and Vocal Music. The curricu- 
lum of the Preparatory Department embraces the following studies: La- 
theran Catechism, Bible History, Universal History, Geography, Grammar, 
English, Latin, Arithmetic, and Voeal Music. 

b) Rev. J. J. Weiss, of Columbus, O., was unanimously elected as 
second Professor end Resident Professor of the Seminary. 

c) The Seminary building was insured at $3,000 for three years. 


d) The basement of Seminary benees was arranged for dining hall, 
kitchen, pantry, cellar, and two rooms; while the upper stories were ar- 
ranged for recitation rooms and dormitory. 


e) Boarding was fixed at $1.00 per week for the‘ present. 


Rev. J. J. Weiss, as also Rey. J. Ernst, the latter having been elected 
by Joint Synod at Columbus, both having accepted the vocation in the 
Seminary, Professor Weiss came already at the end of November, and 
Professor H, Ernst at the beginning of December, 1884, to Afton. President 
H. A. Allwardt solemnly installed the two Professors on the 4th of January, 
1885, and on the 7th of January the lectures commenced. 

Six students arrived from Columbus, O., for the Afton Seminary, two 
from other sources, and !ater, temporarily, a third one. The Preparatory 
Department opened with three pupils; also three young men from the 
neighborhood attended the Preparatory Department from 2 to 3 months. 
The course of study in the Seminary embraced: Dogmat -s, Exegesis, 
Church History, Homiletics, Homiletical Exercises, New Testament Isagogics 
and Formula of Concord. The studies in the Preparatory Department em- 
braced the course already submitted. 

At the end of June examinations took place, and three stadents, having 
passed a good examination, were dismissed from the Seminary as candidates 
of Theology. 

On the 24th and 25th of June there were meetings of the Board. The 
Treasurer's report, respecting the purchase of the Seminary building having 
been audited and approved, and Prof. Weiss’ account of expenses having 
been examined and approved, the Board passed the following resolutions : 

a) Messrs. Heuer and Friedrich shall provide for necessary 
in the Seminary building. 
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c) It was further resolved to the Professors traveli g expenses, 
incurred by removal, from the Synodical Treasury, viz., to Prof. Ernst, $125, 
and to Prof. Weiss, $140.95. 


d) One hundred and fifty dollars were ap to purchase two 
lotsa, which are absolutely necessary for additional buildings. | 


Resolved, That the traveli of President Allwardt 
($1240) and those of Ret 0 ($15) from the Synodical Treasury. 


In reference to the course of study, the Professors reported the follow- 
ing: By the advice of Prof. Loy they had adopted the course of study 
pursued in Columbas, instead of that prescribed by the Board, so that the 
various theological studies are so distributed in the entire course, that some 
are completed in the first, the others in the second year. The Board ap- 
proved of this. | 

Finally, Prof. J. J. Weiss handed in his resignation, and as the Board 
felt constrained to consider the reasons thereof valid, the same was ac 
cepted, and another election was instituted, the result of which was that 
Rev. Rohe of Columbus, O., was unanimously elected as resident pro- 
fessor whereupoh the meeting adjourned. As Rev. Rohe declined the 
professorship, the Board elected Rev. Helle, who also declined. As the 
_ lectures in the Seminary had to commence, in the meantime, the Board, 
- also influenced by a letter of the honorable President of Joint Synod, 
resolved to engage Rev. H. P. Duborg temporarily, to fill the position of 
Second Professor and Resident Professor in the Seminary until the session 
of Joint Synod. In view of the pressing want, this was acceded to. 

On the first of September, 1885, the Seminary was again opened. There 
were, during this year, from September 1, '85, until June 15, '86, altogether 
18 students in the Institution, 9 of whom were in the Seminary, and 9 in 
the Preparatory Department. Four students of the Seminary having passed 
a good examination, were this year dismissed as candidates of Theology. 

The course of study in the Seminary was: Symbolics, Exegetics, Cate- 
chetics, Catechetical Exercises, Augustana, Pastoral Theology. In the Pre- 
paratory Department the course remained the same, excepting that more 
English was taught. 

On the 17th of June there was a meeting of the Board; all members 
were present. The following resolutions were adopted : 


a) In future, boarding shall cost $1.50 per week. 


6) To recommend the election of a Second Professor and Resident 
Professor at the next meeting of Joint Synod. 


c) The present (temporary) Resident Professor shall provide for the 
necessary repairs. 


During this school-year, beginning with the first of September, 18 
students have been announced, of whom 6 have entered the Seminary and 
12 the Preparatory Department. The course in the Seminary is the same 


91 
b) The salary of the Principal of the Institution was fixed at $1,000, 
and free residence; and that of second Professor (Resident Professor) 
$500, and free entertainment. 


excepting the addition of Encyclopedia; in the Preparatory Department it 
has remained unchanged. 


In addition I would yet submit the following report of the Treasury of 
the Institution : 


Financial Report of Seminary at Afton, Minn. 
I. From November 23, 1884, to August 1, 1885. 


II. From September 1, 1885, to September 1, 1886. 


III. From September 1, 1886, to October 1, 1886. 


Total amount received (of this $330.15 borr. from N.W. Dist.) $4,669 46 
Total amount expended ...... 4,669 45 


1884, to Oct. 1, 1886 .. 


2,362 96 


In conclusion, I would inform the honorable Joint Synod, that I will 
not be able to fill my temporary position here any longer than November, 
as | have received and accepted a missionary call from Spokane Falls, in 
the name of God, and I could not attempt the removal at a later season of 
the year. As Iam about to Jeave the Institution, it affords me pleasure to 
be able to testify to the honorable Joint Synod, that the spirit among the 
students, thank God, is good, and that the Institution occasions joyful 
hopes, if the Synod, by the help of God, will only fill the vacancy with an 
able Professor. The Seminary has already been a manifest benefit to our 
missionary field here, and will prove so much more in the future, if it but 
continues to prosper. 

Wishing the Synod and all its Institutions and labors God’s blessing, 

I remain, very respectfully, 
| H. P. Dupore, 
H. A. ALLWwarpr. 


Washington, D. C., Sept. 2, 1886. 
TO THE WORTHY MEMBERS OF THE JOINT SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER ; TATES, 
CLERICAL AND LAY ! 
Fathers and Brethren in Christ: We, a few of your brethren and co- 
workers with you in the vineyard of the Lord, desire to present our 
humble petitions before you, and we pray you to consider them and make 
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such provisions as will accomplish the work we see and know should be 
done. 


Our District has had .a work in Virginia and West Virginia since its 
organization. For more than two years it has had also a work in North 
Carolina. We need now, for the work in hand before this District was 
organized, THe pastors. One more is also needed in North Carolina and 
one in Maryland. Repeated efforts, yea, efforts upon efforts, have been 
made to supply these fields with pastors. _ 

Besides these mentioned, there are numerous places in West Virginia 
and North Carolina where congregations could now be easily established ; 
and even vacant congregations outside of our connection have applied to 
us for pastors. We cannot in our present condition enter upon and occupy 
these fields. Year by year the sects are going in and occupying them, and 
the Lutheran element and leaning are fast dying out. It is painfully evi- 
deft that men are needed. How shall we get them ? 

Our petition is that synod open a Practica, Exqusn Semimary 
Hickory, N. C. 


Why another Seminary of our Synod, located in North Carolina ? 

1. There are a humber of young men in the congregations there, who 
would at once enter into the seminary and prepare for the ministry. 

2. These men would be specially suited to the work in our District, 
being accustomed to the climate, and the mode of life of the people; and 
they would consider it a joy and pleasure to minister unto the people 
among whom they have grown up. 

3. The great distance of our i: stitutions from them tends to foster the 
inactivity, but a school among them would bring life and zeal, and it would 
find them active in every good work. 


Why not send these men to Columbus? 


1. The expense of travel and incidentals, even if the church received 
them on the beneficiary treasury would be more than they can bear. 


2. The grade and manner of instruction at Columbus both interfere. 
They understand no German, and to keep them at Columbus long enough 
for them to receive the benefit of the instruction in the Seminary as now 
given, is simply to repel them on account of time and money, though they 
desire very much to go there, if it were possible. 


The people of North Carolina have bought five acres of ground at 
Hickory, a thriving town in Western North Carolina, and will put ap a 
seminary building and a professor's residence at their own expense, so 
soon as they are assured that synod will send a man to teach. They will 
also promise to support the teacher. A free house, two hundred dollars in 
money, the income of the school, are already assured. Besides, one of the 
best congregations will no doubt also subscribe one hundred more, and a 
congregation which the professor can serve, if necessary, will be added, 
which will bring the money up to nearly five hundred dollars. In addi- 
tion, the people will not forget him with such things as they have for food 
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and clothing, which will be the best way in which some of them can show 
their love to the Master and His cause. 

This petition or plan is known to all the pastors of our District and is 
heartily approved by them. Moreover, all our people in North Carolina, 
and those in Virginia and West Virginia, who know of it, earnestly peti- 
tion synod to grant this request, and send a good man to teach such a 
school. 

In conclusion, we ask that the matter be brought before synod early, 
and that opportunities be given those acquainted with the situation and 
circumstances to make full explanation, so that each member of synod can 
think and pray over the subject. 

And may God move synod to take up this work and make it its own. 

E. G. Tresset, 
E. L. 8. Treser. 


We should by all means have a seminary in the south. We 
want a centre from which to work out in every direction. The 
subject is not altogether new. It has been talked of for some 
time, especially in the Concordia District. The South is an 
extensive mission field. In North Carolina and Virginia we 
have a great work to do, and we cannot get men todoit. We 
cannot succeed in getting men from Columbus. The work is not 
very inviting. The charges are very large and the money sup- 
port meagre. One of our men is at present preaching at 11 dif- 
ferent places; and another travels three and four weeks on horse- 
back in order to make one round, The latter is now an aged 
man and will not be able to continue this work much longer. 
What will become of his people after he is called to his rest? 
Who will be willing to take his place? There are men in the 
South who could be educated, who want to be educated for the 
ministry and who could then occupy these places and would do 
so right cheerfully. But they cannot come to Columbus, though 
they should be supported by the church after they are there, the 
traveling expenses alone being more than they can afford. If a 
seminary were established in their midst they could be trained 
for the work, and would be better adapted for the fields of labor. 

The people with whom we have come in contact are as a 
rule not educated in the general acceptation of that term. They 
do not even read the newspapers, but they do read the Bible 
diligently, are well acquainted with Luther’s Catechism and the 
Book of Concord. They are anxious for the preaching of the 
Gospel. They come twenty and thirty miles on horseback to a 
regular service, and even sixty miles during synodical sessions. 
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It is proposed that we establish a seminary at Hickory, 
N.C. This is a prosperous place of some 3,000 inhabitants 
with two Railroads, and what is better, it is in the midst of 
Lutheran people. There are not only a number of congrega- 
tions in the neighborhood, but many mission posts or places 
where missions ought to be established. It should also be con- 
sidered that Germans are now settling more in the South, and 
they will need to be gathered into congregations. 


These people ask no money from synod for the present. 
They will put up a building for a seminary and a residence for 
the professor. They will besides raise the money needed to sup- 
port the institution. The support needed is not what would be 
required in a city. Five hundred dollars will go as far in 
Hickory as one thousand in Baltimore or Washington City. 
Two congregations have already consented to give each $100.00, 
a third congregation is likely to do the same. Should the 
needed support not be forthcoming synod can come to the 
rescue. The people are not willing to undertake the work on 
their own responsibility. They want Joint Synod to take it in 
hands. They need the moral support of synod. 


It was further stated: We have now a German seminary 
at Afton, we have a German-English institution at Columbus, 
but we have no English institution. The young men from the 
South are English and need an entirely English institution. 


The President of Concordia Synod finally called attention 
to the fact that repeated cries for help reached him and that 
frequently the people would plead for God’s sake and for the 
sake of their souls, to send them men to preach unto them the 
Word of life. If others in synod could hear and see what those 
in the South must hear and see, they would feel just as we do. 
We must do something for these people so devoted to .the 
- Church, and so desirous for the means of grace. The field is 
open, let us go in and occupy it. 

The propositions of Committee were accepted unanimously, 
and thus the entire report of the First Committee. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to candidates for the 
vacant professorship at Afton and for the proposed Seminary in the South. 


Prof. C. H. L. Schuette, Pastors H. A. Allwardt and H. Wickemeyer consti- 
tute the committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO PROPOSE CANDIDATES FOR THE PROFESSORSHIP AT 


AFTON AND HICKORY. 


Your combaities to fie the 


professorships reapective at Afton and Hickory, move the following: 
1. That Pastor Wm. Schmidt, of Pomeroy, be elected to the second 


professorship at Afton. 
2. That Pastor M. C. Hecht be elected to the professorship at Hickory. 
In conclusion we move, that should the person or persons elected not 
accept, the Board of Directors of Afton fill the vacancy at that institution, 
and that the Seminary Board of Columbus elect the professor for Hickory. 


Cc. H. L. Scuverre, 
H. Wickemeyer, 
H. A. ALL WARDT. 


Besides these there were yet nominated for Hickory, Pastors 
H. J. Schuh, D. Simon, E. G. Tressel and Prof. A. Pflueger. 

The election resulted in the choice of Pastor Wm. Schmidt, 
of Pomeroy, O., for the second professorship and housefather for 
the Seminary at Afton, and D. Simon for the Seminary to be 
established in Hickory, N.C. Both elections were made unani- 
mous. 


REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE. 
Your Comniittee has in hand the following: 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION BOARD OF THE LUTHERAN BOOK CONCERN. 


Respecting the above, your Committee move: 
1. That the action of the Board, recorded in items No. 2 and 3 of said 
report, be ratified. 


2. As the “ Kinderlust” (item 5) seems to have been a financial fail- 
ure, we recommend its discontinuance. 


3. Touching items 6 and 12 we ask: Do these publications pay ? 


4. We move the continuance of the “ Lutheran Child’s Paper” as a 
monthly, and Rev. G. W. Lose as its editor (item 7). 


5. As to item 8 we move; 
a) To excuse Rey. Prof. M. Loy from the arduous work of pre- 
paring an English Book of Sermons ; 
_ 6) We suggest the collection of English Sermons on the Gospels 
for the Church year, and that 
c) Rev. Prof. C. H. L. Schuette be the compiler. 
d) We recommend renewed activity in circulating Luther’s House 
Postil, published by Rev. J. A. =chulze. - 
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6. Respecting item 9, we suggest: 

a) The discontinuance of the “Gemeindeschule,” and that the 
interests of the School Teacher’s Seminary be represented 
by the “ Lutherische Kirchenzeitung.” 

b) The publication in its stead of a “Child’s Paper” called “ Die 
Kinder-Taube,” which shall at the same time promote the 
interest of the orphan cause. 

7. Regarding item 10, we advise not to attempt the publication of 
either the “ Weimar Bible” or of a Bible Commentary at present, as yet 
beyond our reach. 

8. In response to item 11, we move the publication of the English 
Prayer Book, published by members of our Synod years ago—in large type, 
and with such revision or additions as may be deemed desirable. 

9. Instead of appointing a traveling agent (item 13), your Committee 
recommends : 

a) A live activity on the part of our pastors, teachers and students 
in the circulation of our publications, as more practical, 
and 

b) That the attention of our business agent be directed to the ad- 
visability of more persistant advertising by means of cir- 
culars, slips, printed envelopes, etc. 

10. The 10th item of the report calls attention to the fact that a Publica- 
tion Board must be elected at this session. 


ll. We endorse the recommendation of the Board (in item 15) and 


move the re-election of the present Business Agent. 

12. Your Committee commends the fidelity with which the brethren 
of the Board discharged their duties, and the accuracy with which they 
kept their records. 

13. Your Committee finds the circulation of the “Lutherische Kir- 
chenzeitaung” to be 4,280, and that of the “‘ Lutheran Standard” as 1,920; 
while the former is profitable and the latter self-supporting, our two Theo- 
logical Magazines struggle for existence. 

14. Resolved, That the summary statement of the business transactions 
| 4, | Book Concern for the past two years be published in the Minutes of 

15. Since the capital stock of the Book Concern has attained such 
proportions (April 1, 1886, $25,818.76), your Committee move that it be not 
further increased, but that all surplus funds be hereafter paid into the 
General Treasury of Synod, 

16. We ask the Publication Board to state for the information of Synod 
what has been done toward the publication of an English Liturgy ? 


H, * 


A gubstitate for item 2 was adopted, to wit, that we grant 
the requesi of the Board, according to which their action with 
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H. Lane, H, A, ALLWARDT, 
H. J. Scuvun, J. H. 
E. CronEenwetr, J. Huey. 


reference to the publication of the “Kinderlust” is sanctioned 
and the monthly adopted as our own, 

In answer to the question raised, under item 3, Synod was 
assured by our Business Agent that these publications do pay, 
that we are losing nothing thereby, but rather supplying a want 
long felt. In the month of December last the sales of Christmas 
and other books amounted to about $3,000; and if all the breth- 
ren would send their orders to our own publication house, in- 
stead of patronizing others, our publications would pay still 
better. 

Under item 4 it was resolved, that the question of a new 
paper, that is, a missionary paper for children, be referred to the 
Publication Board. 

Under item 5, subd. ¢, was amended to the effect that we 
request Profs. Schuette and Pflueger to undertake the work of 
preparing a collection of sermons. 

Furthermore, resolved, that a volume of German Sermons 
on the Gospels be published, and that the work be referred to 
the Publication Board. 

A substitute for item 6 was adopted, to wit, that the “Ge- 
meindeschule” be so changed in its name and character as to be 
adapted to children. 

In place of item 7 it was resolved, that the Publication 


Board be instructed to publish a a Biblical Commentary in - 


English. 
The following resolutions were passed : 


Resolved, That we request the Publication Board to reduce 
the price of our two theological magazines, when both are taken 
pe at e same person, to $3.00; the price of each, when taken 

gly, remaining as it has been. 


Resolved, That 52 numbers of the “Standard” be published — 
annually, instead of 50 numbers. 

In answer to the question raised under item 16, it was stated 
that a committee had been appointed to prepare an English 
Liturgy. It was resolved that the Publication Board hasten its 
publication. 

Prof. A. Pflueger was added to the editorial staff of the 
“Lutheran Standard.” Prof. H. Ernst is assistant editor of 
“Lutherische Zeitblaetter.” The election of an editor for the 
German child’s paper is left with the Publication Board and the 
Faculty of Capital University. 
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The “Christliche Gemeindeschule” is to be edited by the 
Faculty at Woodville to the end of the year. 

The Publication Board was instructed to publish certificates 
of ordination. | | 


REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION BOARD OF THE LUTHERAN BOOK CONCERN OF 
COLUMBUS, 0., OCTOBER 6th, 1886. 
To the Brethren of Joint Synod, Greeting ! 

Our Book Concern has been steadily growing ever since its establish- 
ment six years ago. A bindery has been added since our last report. 

The following is a summary statement of what is recorded in our 
minutes: 

1. October 20th, 1884, the persons appointed at the last meeting of 
Jvint Synod as members of the Publication Board, met, and organized by 
appointing Rev. J. Beck as chairman and the undersigned as secretary. 
Twelve meetings have been held. . 

2. R. Guthke refused to serve as a member of the Board. Rev. A. 
Pflueger was chosen to fill his place. 

3. At the last meeting of synod it was resolved that two additional 
members be added to the Board. Messrs. ©. Nagel of Springfield, O., and 
C. H. Gruebler of Columbus O., were chosen. 

4. Quarterly reports have been submitted by the agent regularly. 
These reports have been carefully compared with the books by the execu- 
tive committee. 

5. On their own responsibility the members of the Board decided to 
publish a small German monthly called “ Kinderlust” for the youth, and 


now ask synod to sanction their action and adopt the monthly as itsown, = 


6. Regular editors have been secured for the preparation of Christmas 
publications, in the persons of Revs. A. W. Werder and G. F. H. Meiser for 
the German, and Revs. G. W. Lose and J. H. Schneider for the English. 

7. Shall the “ Lutheran Child’s Paper” be issued semi-monthly? A 
number of Sunday schools have so requested. The Board would recom- 
mend the re-election of Rev. G. W. Lose as editor of the “ Lutheran Child’s 
Paper.” 

8. The Board did not succeed in securing Prof. M. Loy to prepare 
English sermons on the Gospel lessons. What does synod now advise? 

9. In our opinion the character and name of the “Christliche Gemein- 
deschule” should be so changed as to be adapted to children. 

10. After carefully considering matters pertaining to the publication 
of the Weimar Bible in English, it was thought best not to undertake it. 
We would instead recommend the publication of a Lutheran Commentary, 
with foot-notes. 


11. Is it not time for us to undertake the publication of a larger 


prayer book? | 
12. The following is a list of the books and pamphlets published under 
the auspices of the Board since the last meeting of synod: 
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Almanac, English, 1886 and 1887. 
Almanac, German, 1886 and 1887. 
Lesson Leaves, English. 

Lesson Leaves, German. 
Christmas Liturgy, English. 
Christmas Litargy, German. 
Kinderlust, Nos. 1 and 2. 

Helper for 1885. 

English Catechism. 

Schulharfe (J. L. Gruber). 

Lives of the Apostles. 
Schreiblesefibel. 

True Visible Church. 
Heilige Staetten. | 
Sacred Scenes. 

Geschichten fuer festliche und festlose Zeit. 
Farbenbilderbuch, No. 1. 
Farbenbilderbuch, No. 2. 

Colored Pictures No. 1. 

Colored Pictures, No. 2. 
Taschenagende. 

Enchiridion, English. 
Enchridion, German. 


Easter Liturgy, English. 


Easter Liturgy, German. 
Catalogue of Book Concern. 
Geschichtea za den Evangelien . 
Pleasant Hours. 
Aus dem Kinderleben. 

Happy Moments. 

Fuers kleine Volk. 


18. Would it not be well to appoint a traveling agent for our Book 
Concern, whose duties shall be the selling of our publications and the 
securing of subscribers for our church papers ? 


14. A Publication Board is to be elected at this meeting. 


15. We would recommend that our present Manager, J. L. Trauger, be 
re-elected. 


16. The mioutes of our doings are submitted to synod. 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14, 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
| . 


Assets. 
Book Invoice, April 1, 18865.. . $7,882 94 
Printing Invoice, April 1, 4.740 07 
Binding 1885......... 4: onal 2,673 64 
Cash on hand, April 1, 1885 2053 41 
Accounts receivable, , April 1 8,202 82 

Liabilities. 

Accounts payable April 1, . $2,176 73 
Net gain for yoar April I, 


Net gain for 2 years ending April 1, 1886.................. $6,979 91 


Report of the “Lutherai Standard” and “ Kirchenzeitung” from April 1, 
1884, to April 1, 1886. 
Amount received for “Standard” for 2 years............ $5,792 80 
“ Kirchenzeitung” for 2 7,508 37 
$13,391 17 


Net gain for “ Standard ” 
Net gain for Book Concern, ? years....... tang" 6979 91 


REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the report of the Missionary 
Board, beg leave to submit the following: 

We have examined the books of the Missionary Treasurer, and have 
compared the receipts and expenditures, since the last meeting of Synod, 
respectively, with the acknowledgments given in the “ Lutheran Standard” 
and the vouchers handed to us, and have found the same correct. The 
arrangement, made two years ago, according to which our missionary work 
is carried on by a Board appointed by the Joint Synod, has proved to bea 
success. In various parts of our synodical territory very promising fields 
have been supplied with missionary labor. But in spite of all that has 
been done, only a beginning has been made in our work. Louder than 
ever before, there comes to us from all sides, especially from the Northwest 


SUMMARY STATEMENT OF THE LUTHERAN BOOK CONCERN FROM APnrti. 1, 1884, 
TO APRIL |, 1886. 
J. L. Travegrr, Manager. 


to next s missionary festivals, circulars bearing upon work of 


and the Southeast, the Macedonian cry: ‘“Oome over and help us.” Our 
Missionary Treasurer has received, during the last two years, $4,200.89. 
Although this is a larger sum than was formerly collected, we are never- 
theless of the firm conviction, that it is not half so large as it might be made, 
if the right missionary spirit and energy were active among us. To many a 
one the work of missions is still something which he thinks himself at 
liberty to do or not to do, according to his good pleasure. Too many pas- 
tors and congregations entertain the opinion that they have enough to do 
in attending to their own wants, and that, therefore they do not need to 
concern themselves about others. But just as soon as the fact is recognized 
that it is the Lord’s will to carry on His work through us, the means neces- 
sary to prosecute the work of missions will come forth in abundance. It is 
an entirely erroneous opinion for congregations and pastors to think that 
they are robbing themselves when they contribute liberally for the cause of 
missions. On the contrary, the prosecution of the work of missions is of 
the greatest benefit, not only to those whom we thus seek to supply with 
the precious Word of God, but also to one’s own congregation. Here, if 
anywhere, the truth of the Savior’s words is palpable: ‘“ Give, and it shall 
be given unto you.” as well as of the proverb: “Alms-giving makes no 
one poor.” : 

Two things are plainly to be seen from the report: We lack men and 
means. First of all we notice the lack of men. Despite the fact that we 
have a considerable number of men at Columbus and Afton who will soon 
enter the ranks of the holy ministry, they are still too few even properly to 
cultivate the fields upon which we have already entered. Ifwe had not 
in past years obtained a goodly number of persons from Hermannsburg, 
our wants would be greater «till. Therefore, your Committee submits the 
following resolution : 


I. Resolved, That the managers of the Hermannsburg Mission be re- 
uested, through our officers, to send such persons as have enough pre- 
me education to enable them to enter our Practical Seminary at Afton, 
in order that they may complete the course there prescribed, or also such 
pessoas as might finish their studies at Colambus It would thus be our 
under. duty to support the work at Hermannsburg much more actively 
than we have hitherto done. 


This brings us to the second point—the lack of money. That we will 
not be wanting in means, whenever the right missionary spirit shall have 
been aroused among us, will doubtless be denied by no one. Therefore, — 
If. Resolved, That each pastor, if possible, hold a monthly missionary 
meeting and an annual missionary festival in his parish. E 

Ill. Resolved, That at all the meetings of the differcnt Districts, the 
activity of the pastors with reference to missionary matters be thoroughly 
considered in connection with the reading of the parochial reports. 

IV. Resolved, That Rev. A. W. Werder be vested to furnish an 
article for the “ Kirchenzeitung” with reference to the holding of monthly 
missionary meetings on the part of our respective pastors, and to su 
suitable materials for the lectures to be delivered at such mantings. Further 
that he be requested to furnish, for distribution among our people, previous 
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Resolved, That at every convention of the Joint Synod, if at 
pombe pe ee , in which the work of missions shall 
roughly 


Resolved, That the Missionary Board receive the 
tor the Bdeliey with which it has discharged its duties, and that its report 
be printed in our minutes. 


Wu. F. Hee, A. W. 

J. H. Dogrmann, A. Privecer, 

J. H. Ws. Scumipr. 
L. ©. Cowran, 


To item 4, is to be added according to resolution, that Rev. 


L. H. Schuh is to do the same work in the English language, 


here assigned to Rev. A. W. Werder in the German. e 


REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY BOARD TO THE JOINT SYNOD OF OHIO. 


Brethren in the Savior ! 

The Missionary Board created at our last meeting of Synod to supplant 

the Missionary Committees of the various District Synods, met for organi- 

zation October 23, 1884, at Columbus 0. The Board corsists of Prof. T. 
Mees, Rey. C. H. Rohe, elected President, J. Beck, Treasurer, O. 8. Oglesby, 
L. H. Schuh, Secretary. The initial work was to write to the several District 
Presidents for the obligations of their respective bodies and for any in- 
formation upon missionary work within their bounds. These having been 
obtained, we made such changes and assumed such new obligations as 
seemed necessary to the faithful discharge of our duty. 

We assumed the following obligations: 

- From the Northwestern District: J..Merz, Jamestown, Da., $300; H. P. 
Duborg, Afton, Minn., $75 for three months; J. Lange, Jamestown, Da., $50 ; 
Congregation at Watertown, Wis., $200. 

From the Concordia District: E. G. Tressel, Washington, D. C., $100; 
Ed. Pfeiffer, Allegheny, Pa., $100. 
8 


all ae 
be 
Our indebtedness up to November 1, 1886, on salaries of different mis- 
sionaries, according to a resolution of the Missionary Board, is $587.26. 
There remains, therefore, in the treasury the net sum of $18.85 
B. Church Building Fund. 
ur 


From the Northern District: J. J. Schmidt, Detroit, Mich., $300. 

From the First English District: M.L. Baum, Dayton, 0., $500; L. H. 
Burry, Franklin, O., $100. 

The Presidents of the Eastern and Western Districts made no report. 
We assumed from the latter: H. A. Minnemann, Jackson, O., $200; G. 


Kiesel, Crete, Ill., $100; W. Rein, Ludlow, Ind., $100; and from the former: 


M. F. Lauffer, Tyrone, Pa., $50; P. Hein, Indiana, Pa., $50. 

In addition to these the Board called the following men, or allowed 
those already called definite sums: C. Buechler, Carleton, Neb., $75; E. A. 
Doermann, Baltimore, Md., $25; E. Goesling, Loyal, Wis., 850; C. Schaefer, 


Ottawa, Kan., $175; F. Wolf, New Tacoma, Wash. Ter., $100, for six months; _ 


E. G. Tressel, Washington, D. C., $100; J. Kahre, Carleton, Neb., $200; L. 
H. Burry, Franklin, O., $25; J. F. Doescher, New Orleans, La., $25 (negro 
mission); O. Meerwein, Parkersburg, O., salary not yet determin d. 

Of these entire obligations the following have become self-supporting, or 
are, at least, for the present off of our hands: Buechler, Lauffer, and Hein 
(the latter two served Indiana and Tyrone, Pa., which congregations have 
been united under the pastoral care of Rev. D. Ebert); Wolf, Schaefer, 
Minnnemann (Jackson, O., was annexed to a neighboring congregation) ; 
Merz and Lange (both have withdrawn from the active ministry); Duborg 
(now teaching at Afton, Minn.); J. J. Schmidt, A. F. Rohr, L H. Burry, 
G. Kiesel (all four called away, and three missions unsupplied). 

+ Of all these obligations the following are now standing: M. L. Baum, 
$400; E. G. Tressel, $200; F. D, Meyer, Watertown, Wis., $200; J. Kahre, 
$200; J. F. Lange, Ludlow, Ind., $100; E. Goesling, $5”. 

The Building Fund has aided the following: E. G. Tressel, $400; St. 
Mark’s congregation, Columbus, O., $1,900, refunded by Grace Church, Col., 
O., on cond@ion that it be loaned to this congregation 

We have had calls for pastors from Casselton and Fargo, Da ; Detroit 
(one English and at least two German) and Fulton, Mich.; Kentucky; Ben- 
ton, Mo.; Lima, O.; Oshkosh, Wis.; Los Angelos, Cal.; Friedensau, Neb. ; 
Garnet, Kan.; Staunton, Ind.; Virginia; North Carolina; and for assistance 
from the Building Fund toe New Tacoma, Wash. Ter.; Cullmann, Ala. ; 
Pomeroy and Dayton, O., and many other important points. 

Our work has pecmpered ; in some instances the success was apparent. 
Our missions at Carleton, Neb., and at Ottowa, Kan., show by their pros- 
perity what a great harvest is offered us in the West. Our missions in the 
East have, without a single exception, shown a steady, healthful growth. | 
The Lord’s hand has been over us and the entire work has prospered under 
His guidance. 

This may appear like a small work for a whole Synod, but, it is just 
fairly begun. and it may, by the help of God, be increased rapidly since there 
is crying need from every quarter of the country. We have labored against 
two insurmountable obstacles, and have tried to the utmost to clear them 
from the track, but thus far our efforts have been unavailing. Only the 
united effort of all the brethren can accomplish this. These two obstacles 


are the lack of men andof money. We have extended call after call, but the 
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number at our seminaries is too small to supply the growing demands of our 
work, and the ranks of the active ministry are now so thinned that established 
charges find difficulty in obtaining pustors. Brethren, we must pray more 
earnestly that the Lord of the harvest would send ‘aborers into the ripening 
fields. Our western brethren are perishing for the bread and water of life, 
and can we not do more than heretofore to send them help? Our country- 
men, not yet in the Christian Church, are to be won for the Savior. God 
has given us talented young men in abundance. Their hearts are to be won 
for the cross and their talents must be consecrated to it. And until there 


is a united effort made to fill our institutions of learning this difficulty can- 


not be removed. | 

The lack of means has proved a serious difficulty in our work. How 
amazingly little has been done for missions, may be seen from the following 
extract approximately correct until the middle of September. The First 
English District has paid in two years $764.52; the Northern District $661.27 ; 
the Western District, $622.27; the Northwestern District,‘ $458.34; the 
Eastern District, $456.58; the Concordia District, $198.51 (all but $17.65 
from the Baltimore Sunday School). Two cents per annum on au average 
from each communicant member in Joint Synod for so good a cause! Is 
this making friends of,the mammon of unrighteousness? Is this fidelity 
in our stewardship over our Lord’s entrusted goods? The blush of shame 
steals over us when we compare our own with the efforts of other Synods 
and denominations. While they rush in and occupy the fields legitimately 
vurs, we sit with tied hands unable to carry on the work. 

Particular attention is to be called to the Building Fund. It has been, 
comparatively speaking, forgotten. Only a few small collections have been 
taken for it. That this fund is necessary to assist needy Lutherans will 
need no further explanation here. We ask that Synod give *this point 
especial consideration. 

Hoping that God may bless our deliberations upon the extension of 
His kingdom, and give us zeal and strength to falfill His commandment to 


preach the gospel, we respectfully submit this report. 
C. H. Rome, President, O. 8S. 


J. Beck, Treasurer, L. H. Scuva, 
Tu, Mees, Secretary. 
Canal Winchester, O., September 28, 1885. 2, ae 


REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE. 
The following papers were given to your Committee for review and 


1. The Report of the Board of Directors of the Orphan’s Home. It 
appears from the same that this Institution is in a prosperous condition ; 
that God's blessing has rested upon it in the last two years; that God has 
vouchsafed His gracious protection, for which we are in duty bound to 
thank and praise Him. Further, it calls attention to the fact that the term 
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of office of two Directors, viz., Pastors Helle and Wickemeyer, has expired, 
and the Committee moves that an election take place. 


2. The Report of the Treasurer of the Orphan’s Home. Your Com- | 


mittee has examined the report with the books and acknowledgments of 
the same, and has found them correct. 
3. The Act of Incorporation of the Orphan’s Home, accompanied with 
a lawyer’s brief. The letter contains an opinion to this effect: That Synod 
need have no anxiety about the matter, but leave it as it is in the original 
act of incorporation. | 
Respectfully, Your Committee, 
C. H. Rouge, 


REPORT OF THE WERNLE ORPHAN’S HOME FROM OCTOBER 1, naga Pe 
1, 1886. 


To the Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and adjacent States: 


“The beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; and establish 
Thon the work of our hands "6 us; Fe} the work of 
our hands establish Thou it.” Im 90, 

Our Orphans’ Home is from the Lord and by His blessing it continues 
its existence Even so its work prospers through Him alone and unto Him 
it tends. It is very important that we know this, for this knowledge shows 
us Christians that our labors for the orphans is a sacred work and one of 
the highest importance. With joy and gratitude we to-day call to re- 
membrance the time when our Home had its hu: ble beginning, and now 
behold! @t has already grown to be a work of considerable magnitude. 
To God in the highest be praise and glory for His grace. Yes, for His grace, 
without any merit of our own. 

Our faithful God has been with us in the two years just past, as a true 
Father indeed of our orphans, and as the great Supporter and Protector of 
the forsaken ones. He has graciously shown His favor by blessing our 
common cause with His choicest blessings. We record indeed with sorrow, 
that in His unsearchable wisdom He has called hence five dear orphans by 
death, after protracted illness. And yet we have reason to rejoice, because 
we firmly believe that God has received the dear departed ones into their 
eternal home. Clara Routzahn died April 10, 1885. of consumption, at the 
age of 12 years, Louise Kircher died February 22, 1886, of dropey, at the 
age of 13 years. Emma Beckmann died February 26, 1886, of consumption 
at the age of 13 years. Mary Thomas died May 20, 1886, of brain fever, at 
the age of 12 years. Emma Wilkening died September 16, 1886, of inflam- 
mation of the spine, at the age of 10 years. These were indeed hard and 
sad times for the dear Superintendent, the worthy Matron, and their as- 
sistants, but our faithful God endowed them with remarkable power of en- 
durance and cheerfulness, so that they were enabled te perform the duties 
of their laborious and important calling with unabated zeal, aided by the 
manifest blessing of God. 


a 


5 
] 
EHR 
E. Scumrp, H. W. Monmruorr, 
L. F E. G. Tressen. 
| 


Thus the condition of things at the Home was indeed sometimes of a 
serious nature. Not only were there cases of sickness among the orphans, 
so that very often sufficient rest could not be hadeither by day or night, 
but in addition to all this, a boy who had previously run away several times 
from his guardians, now repeated his offence and took other boys with him. 
It is self-evident that in these cases it was necessary to enforce the discipline 
’ in an energetic manner. God blessed the correction given, for since then 
the behavior of the offenders has become better and their hearts are again 
open to the influence of God’s Word. 

During the two years just passed 48 children were announced for re- 


ception into the Home, but only 31 could be received. In several instances — 


we were requested to indenture children before their confirmation, but we 
refused to do so in every instance, because we have learned, by personal 
experience, that it is far better for children to remain in the Home until 
after their confirmation. 

There have been indentured and dismissed 24 children, so that the 
number of orphans and of those partly orphaned, at present in the Insti- 
tution, is 110, of whom 61 are boys and 49 girls. Sixteen were confirmed, 
namely 11 boys and 5 girls. Two of the latter have been indentured to 
Christian families, and the others are employed by the Matron in the Home. 
Edwerd Stein and Albert Rah! reached their eighteenth year, and each 
received, at his dismissal, $35.00 in cash and a watch. Two girls, Laura 
Frees and Clara Vossler, were also dismissed. each receiving $35.00. Two 
young men are engaged in studies, namely A. Nicklas, in Columbus, and 
Charles Schaub, in Woodville. Two boys are learning the barber occupa- 
tion, namely John Fromm, in Richmond, ahd William Ritter, in Chicago. 
Four boys are employed with farmers in Pastor P. A, Peter’s charge, and 
regularly attend divine services. Another boy is in Pastor A. H. Feld- 
mann’s charge, and also attends Church. 

During the two years just passed several improvements were made at 
the Home. A wash-house was built, and bathing and washing rooms were 
fitted up. In an adjoining building a broom factory was started, in which 
the boys find useful employment. The money necessary for this factory 

was taken from the proceeds of the Orphans’ Festival. A fire extinguisher 
was also procured and new arrangements were made in the cellars. Instead 
of the former small sleeping rooms in the second story, there are now ar- 
ranged two large, cheerful and well-ventilated dormitories, and the windows 
have been supplied with shutters. A cemetery has also been laid out on 
the grounds near the Home, and the Board of Directors ordered the Execu- 
tive Committee to enclose the cemetery with a fence, and to attend to some 
other necessary improvements. It has also been resolved that two heaters, 
formerly used in our Institation at Columbus, should be sent to some shop 
for repairs, so that they may be in good condition for heating the rooms of 
the first and second stories of the Home, 


In our garden and on our 20 acres of land we have raised almost ~ 


enough vegetables and feed for our stock for the coming year. 
The employees at the Home consist of two young men, who were 
brought up here, and six young ladies, who also are indebted to the Home 


for their training. Iam happy to say, that these young persons perform 
their duties with zeal and fidelity. 

Our stock of animals consists of 2 horses, 4 cows, 30 hogs, and a 
number of chickens, geese and ducks. 6a 

Our annual Orphan Festivals are always well attended, which fact 
manifests the love and sympathy which prevails in the large circle of our 
friends for this Institution. With reference to our financial affairs, receipts 
and expenditures, I refer Synod to the detailed report of our able treasurer. 

With reference to the administration and management of the Home, I 
must state that both are excellent. On going the rounds through the 
spacious dining room, and seeing the children clothed in clean garments 
and sitting around the tables, provided with healthy food in sufficient 
quantities, every one sees that our orphans are well provided for. Every- 
where we see smiling, friendly faces and observe an excelleat appetite for 
the food. Almost all the children have a healthy and thriving appearance. 

A careful solicitude is also shown for the intellectual and spiritual 
training of the orphans. Divine services, consisting in singing, reading, 
and explaining of the Scriptures, and praying, are held with the children 
both in the morning and evening. During the week, all the children over 
six years of age attend school and receive instructions in both languages 
from our efficient teacher, Mr. Julius Zinsser, in all the elementary branches. 
The last yearly examination showed how well the children were versed in 
the Catechism, in Biblical Histury; and in the Old and New Testament. 
The larger ones regularly attend Sunday forenoon services in St. John’s 
Church, and in the afternoon the Superintendent imparts Christian in- 
struction at the Home. . 

Finally, I desire to express the thanks of our orphans to all our kind 
friends, who have aided our Home by their prayers and their gifts from its 
founding until now. The last day alone will show, how in many instances 
they, who were received here and instructed and admonished out of the 
Word of God, were kept from great evil and led upon the right way. 

In connection with this report it is my duty to inform Synod that the 
terms of office, both of Pastor W. F. Helle and myself have expired. 

In concluding this report, permit me to make a request—I cannot 
conclude without it—the request to aid our cause by fervent prayer! 
Whilst upon the one hand we should rejoice that the Lord hath done great 
things for us, of which we are glad, and although our thanking and re- 
joicing should greatly exceed all things else, yet upon the other hand let us 
not forget, that our dear Superiatendent and his wife, the worthy Matron 
of the Home, and their faithful assistants, need in an especial measure the 
grace and the help of God for the precious and yet difficult charge with 
which they have been entrusted. The trast which God has committed 
unto us should be borne by hands clasped in earnest Christian prayer. 
Therefore, when you pray the Lord’s Prayer and repeat the petition, “ Thy 
kingdom come!” remember our Orphans’ Home at Richmond, Ind. We 
commend our whole work unto God. 


Respectfully submitted, 
October 1, 1886. H. WickEMEYER. 
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REPORT OF THE ORPHANS’ HOME TREASURY.* 
Received. 


the treasury October 1, 
Received from October 1, Gotaber 8,061 52 


2. Expended. 
From October 1, 1884, to October 1, $9,168 18 


Resolved, That we sincerely thank the Treasurer of the hans’ Home 
for his faithful and unselfish services in behalf of a the Ovpae Home. 


REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE. 


Yout committee has in hands the Minutes of Joint Synod for the 
year 1884, also the Minutes of the several Districts since that time. We 
find in these minutes the following matters referring to this body, not 
otherwise considered : 

1. In Minutes of Joint Synod of 1884, we find the following resolu- 
tions : 


a) That before of estimate be made and 
presamaee of the amount to be expended for the different institutions for 
following two years. 


Has such been done? 


On page 28: 
b) Resolved, That the Board of the Afton Seminary prepare a constitu- 
tion to be laid before Joint Synod at its next meeting. 


Has this been done? 
On page 35 we find the following: 


c) That no moneys belo halle either to the Church Building Fund or 
to the Missionary Treasury shal! be paid out without the recommendation 
of the Committee on Missions of that District in which the 


making application may be. 

We recommend that tle words “or officers of the District” be in- 
serted, 

On pege © wo find, in order better to regulate collections for Church 


d) Resolved, That all Church collections and subscriptions for other 
congregations shall be taken only on the recommendation of the officers of 
the respective Districts and of the President of the Joint Synod, unless 
Synod shall have otherwise provided. 


*A specified report was handed in to Synod. By resolution only this summary state- 
ment is made. 


e 
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2. On page 27\of English District Minutes, we find the request : 
a) That the ehvertnement of books, etc., in the Church papers, be 
changed more frequently and limited to less space. 

We move that this be done. 

In the proceedings of the Eastern District of the year 1886, we find 
the following: 

b) Resolved, That Joint Synod be requested to make an estimate of the 
amount each District shall raise for Home Missions. 

We move, that this request be taken into consideration. 


c) On page 50 of the same minutes this Synod is requested to reduce 
or omit tuition to those students having the ministry in view. 


In this connection your Committee recommends the consideration of 
this matter. 

Your committee is pleased to find that the several Districts have been 
earnestly engaged in Doctrinal Discussion. 


J. Brox, A. OBERSCHULTE, 
W. F. Gro. Gast. 
P. G. 


In answer to item a, under 1, it was resolved to appropriate 
the following amounts annually to the institutions of Synod: 
Columbus, $12,000; Richmond, $5,000; Woodville, $4,000; and 
Afton, $3,000. 

In answer to item 5, under 1, it was decided that the Board 
of Trustees of the Afton Seminary be requested to present a 
constitution for their institution at our next convention. 

In respect to the matter referred to under item c, under 1, 
it was resolved to rescind the action referred to. 

Under 2, item 6, the plan of the Eastern District, according 
to which the money to be raised are apportioned to the respec- 
tive congregations, was recommended to all the Districts. 


REPORT OF THE SIXTH SOMMITTEE. 


Your Committee has been entrusted with the General Treasurer’s state- 
ment of the condition of that treasury, to which is affixed the attest of the 
Auditing Committee; and also the Ledge of the General Treasury. 

We would respectfully submit the following to this bonorable body : 

a) Having re-examined this statement of the General Treasurer, and 
by carefully comparing the same with his Ledger, we have found it to be 
correct, and recommend its publication with the Minutes. 

b) From the documents in our hands and the verbal communications 


of the Treasurer, we are pleased to learn that the plan for the maintenance 
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of our Institutions, adopted and put into practice at Columbus two years 


ago, has thus far proved satisfactory, and that it bids fair to meet our ex- 


pectations for the future. 

* ¢) Whilst Prof. Mees, to whose untiring efforts the encouraging success 
of the plan is in a great measure due, has expressed his inability amid other 
pressing duties to again serve as Treasurer, he still kindly offers to render 
the future Treasurer any assistance in his power. 

Your Committee would therefore move the election of Mr. F. J. Heer, 
as General Treasurer. 

We also propose the re-election of the present Auditing Committee, 
with the addition of Prof. Mees as the fourth member. C. H. Rohe, G. H. 
Leonard, C. H, L. Schuette, and Theo. Mees. 


Respectfully, 
J. Bavon, W. Sreinmany, 
: J. O. Horrmans, A. Youna, 
Exsewpaca, L. Scewerper. 
Tu. H, Janozr, 


It was reported to Synod that Prof. Mees had presented Synod 
the salary that had been promised him two years ago, and that 
he had accordingly attended to the arduous duties of his office 
free of charge. By a rising vote Synod expressed its appreciation 
of his services. 


Resolved, That hereafter the Treasurer ee Bra the receipt 
of money per postal card. 


1886. 

Receipts. 
Collections pes “ Kirchenzeitung” Nos. 596-643 incl........... $19,124 30 
From per L. Trauger ........ cians. 4,669 96 


Expenditures. 


STATEMENT @F GENERAL TREASURY FROM ocTOBER 8, 1884, To sePremBeER 30, | 


Turo. Mezs, Treo« irer. 
Columbus, O., October 1, 1886. : 


Audited the above and found correct. 


Columbus, 0., October 2, 1886. 


REPORT OF THE SEVENTH COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Chairman: Your Committee appointed to examine the report of 
the Treasurer of the Woodville Seminary, begs leave to report the f: llowing : 

Having examined the final statements of the Treasurer’s report, we find 
it correct. We simply examined the final statements of receipts expendi- 
tures, and indebtedness, because the bills, receipts, and accounts, are so 
voluminous and confused, that it renders it impossible for your Committee 
fully to examine them in the limited time at our command, and during the 
convention of Synod. 

We also make the following suggestions, viz" : 

1. That a more proper system of book-keeping be employed in keeping 
the accounts of the Woodville Seminary. 

2. That the final statements only of the Treasurer be printed in our 
Minutes. 

_ 8. That Synod hereby tender its thanks to Mr. Rudolph Hartmann for 

his faithful and disinterested services during the past two years. 


Respectfully, Your Committee, 
Taro. Mezs, J. 
C. H. Mayer, WENDLER, 
O. 8, Perer BacHMANN. 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE TEACHER'S SEMINARY, WOODVILLE, 0., ocTOBER 5, 
1886. 


Building Fund — Receipts. 


©. H. L. ‘ 
C. H. Romer, 
Gro. K. Leowarp. 
| 
| 
$594 94 
7,571 47 
| 174 86 
| 2,700 00 
$11,041 27 


Contractor 


Material, abor, ‘wes on. ott 
Furniture, stoves, 
Interest 


Board 


Groceries and 
Sundries (w 
Returned to 


Expenditures. 


Seminary Fund— Ourrent Expenses — Receipts. 


~~ 


n fund... 


Expenditures. 


, rent, insurance, etc.) .... 


Wm. 


F. Dierker, 


Mrs. Hurlbut, 


Baesy 


oenker, 
F. Klausing, 


Cash in Treasury. 


‘Liabilities — Building Fund. 


Seminary Fund. 


338 


| sessese 


— 


3,412 61 
421 87 
80 00 
........ $11,026 05 
00 
907 00 
1,938 04 
i SS 447 88 
471 34 
$5,253 33 
Balance on hand 72 
| 
$15 22 
Bruns & Co., account...... 
Mrs, Fork, 


Total Debt. 


Respecting the debt, Synod resolved that it should be 
paid as soon as possible. 


REPORT OF THE EIGHTH COMMITTEE... 


The papers left in the hands of your committee are: 

1. Report of the Treasurer of Ministers’ and Teachers’ Widows and 
Orphans’ Board. 

2. Report of the Foreign Missionary Treasurer, and a letter from Mis- 
sionary Doescher of New Orleans praying for support. 

8. Report of Treasurer of Joint Synod. 


In regard to No. 1 your committee submit the following: — 

a) We find the accounts correctly reported. 

b) We urge that the ftesolutions of synod to have each minister and 
teacher contribute annually $2.00, and also hold special collections for this 
treasury be complied with. 

c) Weask synod to fix the amount to be contributed annually to each 
person in need. 

d) We call the attention of committe on candidates to the vacancy 
caused by Past. Groth’s removal. 

e) We recommend the re-election of Past. Meiser as Treasurer. 

In regard to No. 2 your committee submit the following: 

a) The report is correct. 

6) We recommend that Past. Doescher be allowed an annual sum 
from this treasury, not to exceed $50.00. 

In regard to No. 3 your committee submit the following: 

a) We find this report correct. 

b) We recommend that henceforth the traveling expenses of the mem- 
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bers of the Publication Board be paid from the treasury of the Book 
Concern. 

Respecting a number of communications from missionaries in India, 
asking for religious books, and the secretary’s books of our Publication 
Board wherein we see that this Board has decided to ask our Foreign Mis- 
sionary Treasurer to pay for such books, we, therefore, recommend that 
synod order our Foreign Missionary Treasurer to pay for such books as the 
Board of Publication sees fit to send to the missions of India. 

F. W. Avursorr, G. M. Scommuckrr, 


L. E. Gerren, 
H. J. Reman, A. Brery, 
L. DamMarn, W. L. Busca. 


Resolved, That the Treasurer of Pastors’ and Teachers’ W id- 
ows and Orphans’ Fund be authorized to notify all pastors and 
teachers who have not contributed to this treasury during the 
last two years, and remind them of their duty. 


ORPHANS’ FUND. 


The undersigned would present to the consideration of Joint Synod the 
following : 


Received from October 6, 1884, to October 6, 1886, including bal- 


from October 6, 1884, to October 6, 1886 ........ ............ 1225 00 
Paid in support of widows as follows: | 
“ F. gar Muehlen..... 200 00 
“ Anna Graepner.......... 25 00 
é $1225 00 


The undersigned would in this connection call attention to the fact 
that synod is indebted to widows as follows: 


To Mrs. F. zur Muehlen from Jan. 1, 1886, to Oct. 1, 1886............. $120 00 


A. C. Schulze from April 1, 1886, to Oct. 1, 1886........ ..... 90 00 
1886, to Oct. 1, 1886........ ++. 100 00 
“ MLA, Nunemacher... 50 00 
“ Anna Graepner from July 1, 1886, to Jan. 1, 1887....... 25 00 


not complied with the request of synod, to wit, to contribute annually $2.00 
and collect for the Pastors’ and Teachers’ Widows and®Orphans’ Fund. It 
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is to be hoped that synod will adopt some measure according to which the 
needy widows and orphans may receive the amounts due them, and be- 
sides give instructions respecting the amount to be paid to each widow and 
how the needed money is to be secured. 

Rev. Groth, by his removal to Germany, withdrew from the Board of 
Managers, and synod must elect a member in his place for the term of six 


years. 
The undersigned would be grateful to synod if he were excused from 


serving the remaining two years of his term of office. knowing that there 
are brethren who could give the matter more attention than he is able to 


do. Most respectfully, 
Your humble servant, 


| G. F. H. 
Detroit, Mich., Oct. 6, 1886, 


REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSION TREASURY. 


Of this there is for Jewish Missions.......... $174 90 


Balance for Foreign Missions proper ................cc0sse $188 50 
H. A. Scamupr, Treas. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF JOINT SYNOD. 


A. Received from October 1, 1884, to October 4, 1888. 


Per Rev. P. M. Reidenbach ............. $204 00 

os F, w. Althoff .. 235 O4 


B. Expended from October 1, 1884, to October 4, 1886. 


To Westbote Company (debt of 1878) 70 
To Directors of Institutions at Columbus, traveling expenses... 150 85 
To officers of the Board of Woodville Seminary, traveling exp...... 220 30 
To Directors of Orphans’ Home, 89 00 
To officers of Joint Symod 181 
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To members of Publication Board, bard, travel 
To Treasurer of Joint Synod, balance Oct. L 


Balance in Treasury Oct. 4, 1886........ ......... $18 84 
H. Jutros 
Treas. of Joint Synod. 


REPORT OF THE NINTH COMMITTEE. 
Your Committee begs leave to submit the following propositions on 


I. That ths following Chtiibiesitons, Pastors and Teachers be excused 
from non-representation and attendance at this synod. 

a) Congregations at Warren, 9.; Patricksburg, Ind.; Oil City, Pa.; 
Canal Fulton, O.; Washington, D. C.; Monroe, Mich.; Carleton, Neb.; 
Logan, O.; Hubbard, 0.; Shelbyville, [1l.; Holland, Ind.; Greenville, Pa. ; 
Zelienople, Pa.; Avilla, Ind.; West Baltimore, O.; Calvary, Va.; Stendal, 
Ind.; Baltimore, Md.; Howard, Minn.; Brownton, Minn.; Martinsville, 
. N. Y.; Sagar Grove, O.; Union City, Ind.; St. Paris, O.; Beaver Falls Pa.; 
Huntington, Ind.; Marion, O.; Montra, 0.; Pomeroy, 0.; Covington, 0O.; 
Trenton, O.; Van Dyne, Wis.; St. Marys, O.; Steubenville, 0.; Loyal, 
Wis. ; Seymour, Wis.; Reading, O.; South Chicago, Ill.; West Carrollton, 
0.; Petersburg, O.; Fort Recovery, O.; Gahanna, 0.; Newton Falls, 0. ; 
Briar Hill, O. 


b) Pastore J. Kiindworth, J. Dornbirer, W. H. Price, W. Niebuhr, P. 


Mueller, C. F. Maier, CO. F. W. Brecht, L. Vogelsang, G. Yung, J. E. A 


Doermann, H. Bock, H. N. Rieke, E. A. Born, C. F. Seitz, C. Buechler, 0 


Dagefoerde, L. F. Mittler, H. Dagefoerde, G. Schmogrow, F. H. Patzer, (. 
Loewenstein, F. C. Besel, Sr., R. Knoll (and congregation). G. Doepken, E. 
Kornbaum, J.G. Butz, G. W. Lose, P. M. Reidenbach, A. Hordorf, G. Kiesel, 
J. P. Hentz (and congregation), P. A. Peter, A. Dietrich, J. Vollmar, A 
Stein, J. Hoerr, J. Buerkle, H. Proehl, W. Mueller, C. Mehrtens, L. M. 
Haunt, C. A. Schaefer, G. L.. Hunt, M. L. Carpenter, M. L. Baum, C. E. 
Herbst, W. A. Bowman M. H. Hockman, Prof. F. W. Stellborn, E. F. A. 
Dittmer, M. F. Lauffer, G. T. Cooperrider, A. Ebert, J. Siermanns, P. 
Raether, C. Huebner, H. Willert, C. Waltner, E. Goessling, P. Holtermann, 
A. Eberbach, H. K. Doermann, H. Dannecker, J. O. Miller. 

¢) Teachers Riedel, Mayer, Jaehnichen, Raether, Baier, Behrens, Sieb, 
Dapper, W. A. Seitz, R. Kieling. 

II. That the following be not excused : 

a) Congregations at Oak Harbor, 0.; Dayton, 0.; Fostoria, O. ; Canal 
Winchester, O.; Galion, O.; Hessville, O, 

b) Pastors G. F. Reitz, A. F. Robr. 


31 76 
8 45 
10 00 
$1091 70 Ws 
excuses from Congregations, Pastors, Delegates and Teachers relative to 


III. That the following be excused for coming late: 

a) Pastors G. A. Harter, A. H. Feldmann, D. F. Ebert, F. H. Besel, H. 
A. Schmidt, G. Dillmann, L. Schuh, G. Mochel, Theo. Eich» 

b) Delegates J. W. Smith, C. Marks. 


IV. That the following be excused for leaving before the close of 


a) Pastors G. F. H. Meiser, G. Kittel, J. Krieger, J. J. Kucher, J. 
Schmierer, J. Beck, G. Gerkensmeyer. 

b) Delegates L. Barthelmaes, F. Wolfrom, D. Kalbe, C. W. Jacobs. 

c) That the following be not excused: L. F. Meyer. 


V. That all congregations and pastors who have not sent in letters of 
excuse be, and are hereby earnestly reprimanded ; also those who left with- 


out excuse. Respectfully your Committee, 
B. F. Woirrom; 
H. J. Reman, D. 
A. C. Utatcu, 


REPORT OF THE TENTH COMMITTEE. 


This Committee consisted of the worthy President, Prof. M. Loy, the 
Presidents of the respective districts, Prof. E. Schmid, Pastor A. W. Werder, 
Pastor H. A. Allwardt, Pastor G. Mochel, Pastor D. Simon, Pastor E.G. — 
Tressel, and the Delegates Toepel, Kuhn, and Klingler. To this Committee 
was referred a writing from the President of the Woodville Seminary, Pastor 
G. Cronenwett. This writing gives a history“of the institution from its 
establishment to the present time, to which is added a request carefully to 
investigate affairs at Woodville. ‘ 

The Committee found the difficulties so intricate, that nothing but ex- 
treme measures could be agreed upon. Svnod could, however, not agree 


- to such extreme measures as suggested by the Committee. Nothing re- 


mained but to instruct the Board of Directors, the larger number of whom 
are to be chosen at this meeting of Synod, in God's name to make another 
effort to carry on the work. It was evident that the greater number of 
difficulties had arisen from the imperfections of the existing statutes. In 
these statutes the respective duties of the president, director, and of the 
executive committee, are not definitely stated. It was also questionable 
whether the president of the institution should also be the president of the 
board. 

It was finally resolved that the board be reorganized, that said board 
consult the present investigating committee, and then in God’s name con- 
tinue the work. 


Resolved, Furthermore, that the newly organized board revise the stat- 
statutes of the institution, the revised statutes to be in force until the next 
meeting of Synod, at which time they shall be submitted for adoption. 

Reciet, That the revised statutes be submitted to the officers for 
approval. 


Resolved, ager | that at Woodville as well as at Hickory, N. C., the 
same custom be adopted that prevails at Columbus, the presidency of 
the institution and of the being two distinct offices. 


synod, 


REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH COMMITTEE. 


The Committee appointed to make nominations for the Boards of 
Synod reported, and the following persons were chosen : 
1, Seminary Board, Columbus, 0. 
Pastors: A.W. Werder, E. A. Boehme. 
Laymen: J. H. Spielmann, Columbus. O., L. Baum, St. Pauls, O. 
II. Teachers’ Seminary, Woodville, 0. 


Pastors: C. H. Rohe, G Dillmann. | 
Teachers: G. Maier, Richmond, Ind., J. F. Bérgner, Marysville, O. 
Laymen: John Michelfelder, New Washington, O. . 

III. Orphans Home, Richmond, Ind. 


Pastors: H. Wickemeyer, W. F. Helle. 


IV. Practical Seminary, Afton, Minn. 


Pastors: J. H. Doermann, Sr., H. Eisenbach. 
Laymen: F. Friederich, Afton, Minn., and Mr. Burkhardt, Still water, 
Minn. 


V. English Practical Seminary, Hickory, N. C. 


Pastors: G.L. Hunt, Newton, N. C., E. L. 8. Tressel, Baltimore, Md., 
M. L. Carpenter, Lincolnton, N.C. The Professor to be elected. 
laymen: L. C, Hoffman, Hickory, N. C., G. A. Brady, Conover, N. C., 
G. A. Dobler, Bultimore, Md. 
V1. Publication Board. 


Pastors: C. H. Rohe, D. Simon, J. Beck, E. Pfeiffer. 
Laymen: Wm. Stock, Columbus, J. H. Columbus, O., 
Wm. Gruebler, Columbus, 0. 


VII. Mission Board. 

Pastors: C. H. Rohe, Prof. Theo. Mees, L. H. Schuh, J. Beck, O. 8. 
Oglesby. 

VILL. Trustecs of Pastors’ and Teachers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. 


Pastors: C. F. W. Brecht. 
Pastor H. A. Schmidt was re-elected Treasurer of Foreign Missions. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS 


AND RESOLUTIONS or SYNOD PERTAINING To THEM. 


I. RESPECTING THE CHANGE OF JOINT SYNOD INTO A 
DELEGATE BODY. 


. At the last meeting of Joint Synod a committee, consisting — 


of Pastors C. H. Rohe and J. Beck, was appointed to offer propo- 
sitions relative to the conversion of Joint Synod into a delegate 
body. The following is the report : 


The undersigned, a committee appointed two years ago to make sug- 
gestions for the future arrangements with regard to the meetings of the 
Joint Synod, humbly suggest that our Synod be made a delegate body, and 
that for the following reasons: 


1. Because through God’s rich blessings our Synod has become too 
large to be entertained by any one congregation. 

2. Because by means of « delegate Synod the number and size of the 
convention can be limited according to the necessity. 

3. Because by such an arrangement an equality of representatives may 
be secured. 

4. Because thereby the business of Synod can be more easily trans- 
acted, than by a body so large and unwieldy 

We further suggest that this arrangement be made in the following 
manner ; 

1. That all the officers of Joint Synod, the presidents of the districts, 
and the teachers in our institutions, shall by virtue of their position be held 
to appear and to have a voice and vote. 

2. That at the meetings of the districts preceding the meeting of the 
delegate Synod, four pastors and four delegates, or as many as may be 
agreed upon by the various districts from time to time, join together and 
elect one pastor, o e teacher, ard one lay member as their delegates. 

8. That all members of our Synod, who may be present at meetings of 
this delegate body, but not delegates, shall, without any further resolutions 
be recognized as advisory members and so recorded. 

4. That the traveling expenses of the delegates be met in a way as 
determined by the individual district. | 

lly, 
C. H. Rous, 
J. Buck. 
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That Synod has become so large as to make a change neces- 
sary, was admitted by all. Just what change would be pro- 
ductive of the most good is difficult to determine. Not only is 
it impossible for even our larger congregations to entertain 
Synod, but the bounds of Synod are so extended that wherever 
_ Synod may be held many are not able to attend because of the 
great distance. The work of Synod, moreover cannot be at- 
tended to by so large an assembly, too much time being consumed 
by discussion. A delegate body would accomplish much more. 


Against the proposition it was observed: There is danger 
of certain individuals being chosen as delegates repeatedly, and 
thus gradually forming a ring in the Synod. Again, resolutions 
of a delegate body being made by only a small number of the 
members of Synod, it is more than likely that many of those 
not taking part in the proceedings would feel less interest in 


carrying out the resoluvions and possibly the interest in our 


general work would gradually grow -cold on the part of many. 
Synod too would cease to be socially what it is now. 


But what can be done? The Secretary of the Northern 
District presented a proposition of his district according to 
which each parish pay for the boarding and lodging of its pastor 
and delegate. But would this arrangement not virtually exclude 
many of our poorer Congregations from every synodical conven- 
tion? They can with difficulty raise the traveling expenses, and 
many cannot even do this, how much less could they pay both 
traveling expenses and boarding? It was, however, urged that 
boarding and lodging for one week would be only a little, es- 
pecially if a large number would put up at the same hotel. 


The following was finally adopted : 


Resolved, That the further discussion and final decision of 
the question respecting the future arrangement for the meetings 
of Joint Synod be postponed to the next meeting of Synod, and 
that the respective district synods give their opinion on the gub- 
ject by that time. 


That the presidents of the districts, together with 
the President of Joint Synod, decide the place for next meeting. 


Resolved, That the expense of boarding on the of those 
lodging in hotels, be borne by the members of Synod in common, 
the expense to be equally divided. } 
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Pastors C. H. Rohe and J. Beck were appointed to examine the consti- 
tution of synod and to state at this meeting the changes necessary, in case 
synod should be changed into a delegate body. 

The following changes are accordingly submitted to the decision of 
Joint Synod so soon as the proposed change into a delegate body is de- 
cided on: 

Chapter IV.,22. a) Voting members of the district synod assembled 
are, etc. 

b) The voting members of the Joint or Delegate Synod shall be: 

1) All the officers of Joint Synod ; 

2) All the teachers at our respective Institutions ; 

3) One pastor, one teacher and one Jay-delegate for every four pastors, 
teachers or lay-delegates, these to be chosen as their representa- 
tives at the meeting of the respective districts just preceding the 
meeting of Joint Synod. 

All other members of the various districts are advisory members. 


24. The Joint Synod shall meet every two years as a delegate body. 
The District Synods meet annually, but not at the same time. [wo-thirds 


of the voting members of the delegate body and one-third of the voting 
members of the districts shall constitute a quorum. 


Il. MATTERS PERTAINING TO OUR RELATION TO THE PITTS- 
BURG SYNOD OF THE GENERAL OOUNCIL. 


The Pittsburg Synod had appointed a committee to attend 
the last meeting of Joint Synod for the purpose of coming to 
some terms relating to those places where the two synods occupy 
the same territory. This committee failed to appear at the last 
meeting of synod, but later requested the President of Joint 
Synod to appoint a committee who should meet with them for 
the desired object. Pastors E. Cronenwett, H. J. Schuh and 
Prof. C. H. L. Schuette were appointed. The committee met 
and the result of their deliberations was laid before synod. 
The committee of the Pittsburg Synod consisted of the Drs. 
Belfour, Passavant and Kunkleman. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTE® OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PITTSBURG SYNOD. 


To Rev. Prof. M. Loy, President of Joint Synod of Ohio: 

Your committee appointed to meet in conference with a similar com- 
mittee from the Pittsburg Synod to propose a basis for more orderly rela- 
tions between members of the two bodies, with respect to parochial and 
synodical rights, respectfully submit: 


~ 


That your committee met with the Revs. Drs. W. A. Passavant, J. 
Kunkleman and E. Belfour as committee of the Pittsburg Synod, in Pitts- 
burg, Pa., August 22, 1885, and at the start and throughout planted itself 
unequivocally on the ground that in endorsing any inter-synodical code of 
regulations, we in nothing recede from our acknowledged confessional 
standpoint, and that the rules proposed covered and assured respect for 
our position in all its points, and further, that with such verbal explana- 
tions our joint proposal should go before the Pittsburg Synod. 

With this understanding then and declaration, the a. we 
jointly adopted: 

“To avoid irregularities and conflicts, to discourage laxity in discipline 
and to promote fraternal co-operation between the Joint Synod of Ohio 
and the Pittsburg Synod in pure doctrine, consistent practice and sound 
church goverument, we unanimously recommend the following to our 


respective synods for adoption : 
1. That neither shall induce, solicit, or even encourage ministers, con- 


gregations, or individual members of congregations to leave their respective 
synods or congregations to unite with the other. 

2. That neither pastors nor congregations, nor individual members of 
congregations shall be received without having first obtained regular and 
honorable dismissal. 

withheld unjustly or without sufficient reason, conference shall be had and 
the facts ascertained by a committee of each synod before final action is 
taken.” 3 Respectfully, Your Committee, 


After a protracted and thorough discussion of this report 
synod finally appointed Pastors H. A. Allwardt and G. F. H. 
Meiser as a cominittee to draw up and submit resolutions, ex- 
pressing our relation to the Pittsburgh Synod. 

The following report was accordingly submitted and adopted 


by synod, 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE PROPOSED ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT WITH 
THE EV. LUTH. PITTSBURG SYNOD. 


After mature consideration of this subject on the part of this honorable 
body itself, the undersigned were appointed to formulate the answer of this 
Synod. Your Committee accordingly respectfully submits the following: 

1. We rejoice that according to the proposed articles which it endorsed 
the honorable Evangel. Lutheran Synod of Pittsburg has arrived at the 
décision to respect the territory of our Synod, and in future not to allow 


infringements on its part upon our congregations and upon the office of our — 


pastors. With us it has ever been a matter of principle to abstain from all 
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in two years, s fall report, and that Gynod; then, if possible, decide in regard 
to tes C. H. Rong, 


2. Nevertheless, we cannot enter upon such an agreement with the 
Hon. Pittsburg Synod, as the one under contemplation, because such treaty 
would presuppose a full unity of the two Synods in doctrine and practice, 
which unity, however, ap to the present, sad to say, does not yet exist. 

3. We, however, recommend that the respective Presidents of the 
Eastern and the English Districts of our Synod, examine into the cases now 
pending between the two bodies at Butler, Pa., and at Youngstown, O., and, 
if possible, effect their adjustment, but at all events see to it that there be 
no question as to our churchly practice in this respect. 

G. F. H. Muwen, 
H. A. ALLWARDT. 


Ill. MATTERS PERTAINING TO A COLLOQUIUM WITH THE 
GERMAN IOWA SYNOD. 


The following communication was submitted to Synod : 


To the Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and other States: 


Inasmuch as our Lord and His Apostles insist upon it with great ear- 
nestness, that unity of faith and confession should reign in the Christian 
Church on earth. (John 16, 12; 18, 34. 36. 17, 11. 20-23; Rom. 12; 1 Cor. 
12; Eph. 4.) | 

Inasmuch as such unity is of good practical importance for the up- 
building and extension of the kingdom of God (for the following are among 
the consequences of disharmony and division: Confusion of consciences ; 
hatred and enmity, where there should be brotherly love; diffusion of 
energies which are so much needed against the powers of unbelief) ; 

Whereas, finally, we must have good and cogent reasons in the sight of 
God, if we would with a good conscience erect opposition altars and main- 
tain a division over against such as, verbally at least, have one and the 
same confession with us; 

Therefore, we present to tie Joint of the 
following motions : 

1. That the Ev. Luth. Synod of Iowa be invited to hold colloqgiums 
with us, in order to thoroughly examine, in the light of God’s Word, the 
present mutual position and relation in doctrine and confession and to 
see whether we might not with good conscience recognize each other as 
orthodox ; 3 

2. That a committee be appointed. which, as representative of our 
Synod, shall confer with a similar committee of the Iowa Synod, wherever, 
whenever and as often as it may be regarded as suitable and necessary, in 
order to reach the desired end | 

8. That this committee present to Joint Synod, at its next convention 
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These propositions were duly considered and adopted. Pas- 
tors J. G. Doermann, H. J. Schuh and G. Dillmann were ap- 
pointed to propose persons to confer with Iowa. 


The following is their report : 
Your Committee, appointed to propose the individuals to confer with 


the German Iowa Synod, would propose the following professors and 


Our worthy President Prof. M. Loy, Pastor H. A. Allwardt, Prof. H. 
Ernat, Prof. Theo. Mees, Pastor G. F. H. Meiser. 


Respectfully submitted, 


The report was adopted and Prof. F. W. ‘Stellborn added to 


the committee. 


IV. A COMMUNICATION FROM THE OONFERENCE OF OUR 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


At the meeting of the school teachers of our synod held in Michigan 
City, Ind., July 27-29, 1886, it was resolved to submit certain matters to 
Joint Synod. These matters being submitted, received the attention of 
synod and their questions were answered. 

In answer to their first question, pertaining to the relation of the teach- 
ers to synod, they are referred to Ente hn OA of the Constitution of 
Joint Synod. 

In answer to ihe etek iakeli respecting the duty of teachers to 
attend the meetings of synod, their attention is called to the fact that being 
members of synod they are expected to attend the meetings. The congre- 
gations whom they serve should make such attendance possible. The 
teachers certainly need the encouragement and instructions given at the 
meetings of synod. 

Respecting the complaint that teachers are not consulted when boos 
are published for use in the schools, synod would refer them to the Minutes 
of Synod of 1884, page 47. It was in addition resolved that hereafter the 
manuscript of school books whose publication is contemplated, be referred 
for examination to our teachers before being published, and that this reso- 
lution may be executed, it was resolved that a committee, to be chosen this 
year by the teachers present at this convention of synod, and in future to 
be appointed by the Teacher’s Conference be instructed to examine manu- 
script for school books and that their judgment be obtained before the 
books be printed. 

The teachers present appointed as such committee, Teachers A. Baier of 


Detroit, Mich , C.F. Theiss of Oshkosh, Wis., and A. Krueger of Hamilton, O. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Resolved, That the thanks of synod be and are herewith 
returned to the following Railway Associations for the reduc- 
tion of fare granted to the members of this synod on their 
journeys to and from this convention of synod: Flint and Pere 
Marquette, Michigan Central, Chicago and Grand Trunk, Pitts- 
burg and Western, Wheeling and Lake Erie, Columbus Hock- 
ing Valley and Toledo, St. Louis Wabash and Pacific, Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern, and that the English Secretary 
of synod report this resolution to the respective companies. 


Resolved, That we tender our cordial thanks to the respective 
congregations of the Pastors C. and F. Volz, of 8S. Poppen and 
C. F. Gebhardt, for the hospitality we have enjoyed in their 
midst, as well.as tv the pastors for their kindness, and that we 
herewith request that this resolution be made known by the 
pastors named, to their respective congregations a their next 
public services, 


Resolved, That we publish 3000 German and 1200 English 
copies of the Minutes of this convention. 


Resolved, That the next convention of synod begin on the 
first Wednesday in September 1888, 


Resolved, That the next meeting of Joint Synod be opened 
with a full liturgical service as prescribed in our liturgy, inelud- 
ing the synodical sermon, to begin at 9. a.m, No service is to 
be held the first evening of synod. 


Synod adjourned at 9 Pp. M. Tuesday evening, October 12, 
1886. Attest : 


D. SIMON, English Secretary. 
Assisted by Past. E. PPEtrrer. 
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DIVINE. SERVICES 


HELD DURING THE CONVENTION OF SYNOD. 


IN THE 8T. JOHN’s CHURCH—C, AND F. VOLZ, PASTORS. 


Wednesday evening: Pastor A. W. Werder preached the 
Synodical Sermon on Rev. 3, 7-11. 
Thursday evening Pastor C. H. Rohe preached on Ps. 19, 

Sunday morning Pastor C. Adam preached the Confessional 
Sermon on 2 Cor. 13. 5. 

Sunday morning Pastor H. J. Schuh preached on Luke 16, 
1-9. 

Sunday evening Prof. M. Loy preached in English on 2 Tim. 
1, 6. 7. 

Monday evening Pastor H. Wickemeyer preached the clos- 
ing sermon on Ps. 60. 64. 


IN 8T. PAUL’s CHURCH — 8. POPPEN, PASTOR. 


_ Friday evening Pastor G. Cronenwett preached on Luke 7, 
1-10, 

Sunday morning Pastor W. F. Helle preached on the Epistle 
for the day Eph. 3, 14-21. 

Sunday evening Pastor J. M. Johanssen omens on the 
Gospel lesson for the day, Luke 7, 11-17. 


IN 8T. JAMES’ CHURCH—C. F, GEBHARDT, PASTOR. 


Sunday morning Pastor G. Cronenwett preached on the Gos- 


pel lesson for the day, Luke 7, 11-17. 
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OFFICERS 


AND 


: STANDING COMMITTEES OF JOINT SYNOD. 


OFFICERS. 
M. Loy. | 

Vice President: Prof. C. H. L. Schuette. 
Secretary: Pastor E. A. Boehme. 
Secretary: Pastor D. Simon. 

Treasurer: H. J. Klingler, of Butler, Pa. 

General Treasurer for all Institutions of Joint Synod: Mr. Fred. J. 
Heer, 439 8. Third Street, Columbus, O. 

Auditing Committee of General Treasury: Pastor C. H. Rohe, Professors 
C. H. L. Schuette, G. K. Leonard, and Theo. Mees. 


BOARD OF THE THEORETICAL SEMINARY, COLUMBUS, 0. 


Pastors G. F, H. Meiser, President; G. Mochel, Secretary; J. Beck, 
Treasurer ; Prot. M. Loy, Pastors H. Wickemeyer, A. W. Werder, D. Simon, 
E. A. Bochme, and Jno. H. H. J. Klingler, L. Baum, 


BOARD OF CAPITAL UNIVERSITY. 


Pastors A. W. Werder, President ; J. Beck, Secretary ; D. Simon, Treas. ; 
‘ Pastors H. Wickemeyer, G. Mochel, E. A. Boehme, G. F, H. Meiser, Prof. 
M. Loy, and Messrs. J. L. Trauger, H. J. Klingler, Ph. Schuh, J. H. 

Spielmann, Philip Meyer, F. W. Stock, and, L. Baum. 


BOARD OF PRACTICAL SEMINARY, AFTON, MINN. 


Pastor H. A. Allwardt, President ; Pastors H. J. Doermann, J. Voll- 
mar, H. Eisenbach, and Messrs, Friedrich, Burkhardt, and Bremer. 


BOARD OF TEACHER'S SEMINARY. 


Pastors H. Rohe, G. Dilimann, 8. Poppen, Teachers G. Meier and 
J. F. Bergener, and Messrs. R. Hartmann, B. Otten, and Jno. Michelfelder. = 


ff 


58 
. ‘ 
¢ 


BOARD OF ORPHANS’ HOME. 


Pastors P. A. Peter, H. Wickemeyer, W. F. Helle, and Mesars. J. 
Schmidt of Hamilton 0., ee 
and F. Salziger, of Springfield, 0. 


BOARD OF PRACTICAL SEMINARY, HICKORY, C. 


Pastors E. L. 8. Tressel, G. L. Hunt, M. L. Carpenter, it tint. 
G. A. Dobler, L. C. Huffman, G. A. Brady, and the Professor of the 
Institution. 


PUBLICATION BOARD. 


Pastors J. Beek, President; E. Pfeiffer, Secretary; Pastors C. H. Rohe, 
D. Simon, and Messrs. J. H. Spielmann, Wm. Stock, and Wm. Gruebler. 


EDITING COMMITTEE. 
Faculty of Capital University. 
GENERAL MISSION COMMISSION. 
Pastors C. H. Rohe, President ; J. Beck, Treasurer (Cor. Franklin and 


Washington Avenues); Pastors 0. 8. Oglesby, L. H. Schuh, and Prof. 


Theo. Mees. 


COMMITTEE ON PASTORS’ AND TEACHERS’ WIDOWS AND 
ORPHANS’ FUND. 


Pastors W. F. Helle, Treasurer, H. Wickemeyer and O. F. W. Brecht. 


OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
Pastor H, A. Sehmidt, Briar Hill, Youngstown, 0. 
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3 CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


EV. LUTH. JOINT SYNOD OF OHIO 


AND ADJACENT STATES. 


IN JEBSUS NAME. 


PROLEGOMENA. 


REASONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF SYNODS, 


The reasons which induce Christians to organize synodical 
bodies are as follows: ‘ | 

1. The will of God that the “manifestation of the Spirit 
may be given to every man, to profit withal.” 1 Cor, 12, 4-31. 

2. The example of the Apostolic Church. Acts 165, 1-31. 

8. The preservation and promotion of unity in the pure 
faith (Eph. 4, 3-6; 1 Cor. 1, 10), and a united warfare against 
everything opposed to this faith. Rom. 16, 17. 

4. ‘The common extension of the kingdom of God (mis- 
sions) and the establishment and maintenance of special churchly 
enterprises (educational institutions, the spread of the Bible and 
the Book of Concord, the publication of orthodox liturgies, hymn 
books, school books and other books, as well as periodicals, etc.). 

5. The protection and maintenance of the rights and duties 
of pastors and congregations. 

6. The promotion of the greatest uniformity attainable in 
the government of the Church. 


CHAPTER IL. 
NAME OF SYNOD. 
The name of this synod shall be: “Tue Evanerticar 
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LuTHEeRAN Synop or Onto anp ApJacentT States.” 
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CHAPTER II. 
CONFESSION OF SYNOD. 
‘Synod accepts all the canonical writings of the Old and New 


* Testaments as the written Word of God, and the only rule and 


guide of faith and lite, and also all the Symbolical Books of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church as the pure and unadulterated 
explanation and exposition of the Word of God, namely: The 
Apostles’, the Nicene and the Athanasian Creed, the Unaltered 
Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the same, the Smalcald 
Articles, Dr. Luther’s Smaller and mcs Catechism, and the 
Formula of Concord. 


CHAPTER III. 
{CONDITIONS OF MEMRERSHIP IN SYNOD, 


- Pestern; teachers and congregations desiring to become mem- 
bers of this Synod and to remair in connection with it must 


a) Accept without exception all the Canonical Books of 


_ the Old and New Testaments, as a whole and in all their parts, 


as the divinely inspired and revealed Word of God, and must 
submit to this only infallible judge in all matters of faith and 
life. 

6b) They must also, without reservation accept all the Sym- 
bolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as named in 
Chap. II, not so far as but because they are the pure, unadulterated 
explanation and exposition of the Word of God. On the part 
of congregations a similar recognition of Luther’s Smaller Cate- 
chism and of the Unaltered Augsburg Confessiun will be suffi- 
cient. 

c) ‘They must renounce all kinds of unionism and syn- 
cretism, such as; pastoral ministrations to heterodox or mixed 
congregations as such ; exchange of pulpits and altar fellowship 
with errorists, participation in the worship and sacramental acts 
of such congregations; taking part in the missionary and tract 
operations of errorists and unionists, and also secret societies 
and the like. | 

d) The pastors must have a regular, not a temporary call 


from their congregations, and the — must elect their delegates 


regularly. 
¢) They must also promise, as it is the duty of Christians, 


____to provide their children with Christian schooling, and forthis __ 
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reason to labor zealously for the establishment and maintenance 
of Christian parochial schools. 


f) If strangers to the Synod they shall be required to fur- — 


nish satisfactory testimonials in regard to their faith and life. 


CHAPTER IV. 


REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO THE EXTERNAL ORGANIZATION OF 
SYNOD. 


§ 1. Those congregations and ministers of the Church who 
unite in this organization constitute the Synod. 


$ 2. Voting membefs of Synod assembled are all the pas- 
tors of Synod in office, together with the professors of the 
Synodical institutions, pastors in the service of Synod, and one 


lay-delegate from each pastoral charge in connection with Synod. 


Advisory members of Synod are all those pastors of Synod not 
in office, all candidates and teachers, together with lay-delegates 
which congregations belonging to Synod may send in addition 
to the one to which they are entitled. 

§ 3. The Synod as such is divided into District Synods 


whose geographical boundaries are fixed and may also be changed. 


by Joint Synod. 

§ 4. The Join Synod shall meet every two years, The 
District Synods meet annually, but not at the same time. One- 
fourth of the voting members of the Joint Synod, and one-third 
of a District Synod constitute a quorum. 


§ 5. The Joint Synod and all the District Synods elect 
from among their members by an absolute majority, a President, 
a Vice President, a Secretary (in Joint Synod one German and 
one English Secretary), and a Treasurer, The officers of Joint 
Synod are elected for two years, those of the Districts for one 
year. 
§ 6. The District Synods have jurisdiction only over the 
affairs pertaining to their respective Districts; they may also 
make such by-laws to this constitution, which is the Constitution 
of the Districts also, as expediency requires, provided such by- 
laws do not conflict with this constitution. 

§ 7. In matters of doctrine and conscience the Word of God 
shall alone decide. All other questions shall be decided by an 


absolute majority of votes unless otherwise provided in this 
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constitution. In case of a tie the President shall have the cast- 
ing vote. 


§ 8. A pastoral conference shall be held during the meet- 
ing of Synod; teachers and lay-delegates may also hold con- 
ferences at the same time. j 

§ 9. During the meeting of Synod, the pastors appointed 
by the President and the resident minister, shall preach on sub- 


jects assigned to them by the President, of which subjects they 
shall be informed at least four weeks previous. 


CHAPTER V. 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


§ 1. Changes or additions fo the constitution can be made 


only in the following manner: The motion to change or to add | 


shall be made at a meeting of Joint Synod, and when three- 
fourths of the voting members vote for it, the Secretary of Synod 
is to publish the fact again in the Church papers, in connection 
with the announcement of the next meeting of Synod, request- 
ing all voting members of the Synod to cast their votes either 
in person (the congregations through their accredited delegates) 
or in writing, in respect to such motion, at the next Synodical 
convention. In case three-fourths of the votes, at this second 
meeting of Synod are cast in favor of the motion, the President 
is to declare the same adopted. But here it is explicitly stated 
that the regulations in Chapter III and LY can never be changed 
and no amendment or addition, conflicting with the third and 
fourth chapters of this constitution, shall be valid. 


§ 2. By-laws that do not conflict in any manner with the 
above constitution may be made at any time at any regular 
session of Synod, or abolished in like manner, by a majority of 
- two-thirds of the voting members present. 
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